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Schedule of Events
SATURDAY, JULY 1
8 AM Cattle Barns Open for Move-in – Earliest Arrival of Cattle 
 Move-in west side of Cattle Barn and Annex

SUNDAY, JULY 2 
8 AM Board Member Candidate Meeting – MOBC – FFA Chapter Room
8 AM–12 PM Cattle Check-In – Cattle Barn Offi ce
9 AM–12 PM Leadership Conference Check-In – MOBC
12 PM Noon All Cattle must be on the grounds
1:30 PM Adult, Chaperone & Advisor Meeting – MOBC
2 PM Peer Mentor/Mentee Introductions – Covered Exercise Ring
4 PM Group Pictures/State Pictures – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
5:30 PM Opening Ceremonies – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum 
6:30–8 PM Conference Welcome Dinner – Food Trucks
6:30 PM Char Spangled Banner Kickball Tournament – 
 Meet at Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum

MONDAY, JULY 3 
7:30–8 AM Weigh Steers – Covered Exercise Ring 
8:30 AM AIJCA General Caucus & Area Meeting – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
11:00 AM Cook-off Contest Presentations Begin – MOBC
11:30 AM–1 PM Char Spangled Lunch and Mentor/Mentee Get Together – MOBC  
1:30 PM  Leadership Conference Keynote – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
 Keynote Speaker, Holly Hoffman
3:00 PM Quiz Bowl Contest – Starting Area: Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
 Competition Rooms: FFA Chapter Room & Compeer Arena

5:30–7 PM Char Spangled Dinner – MOBC
6 PM Miss Charolais USA Meet & Greet Dinner – MOBC
6 PM Sure Champ Formula 4 Success – MOBC

TUESDAY, JULY 4  

8 AM Prepared Speech, Impromptu Speech, Interview Contests – MOBC
10:30 AM Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University Clinic – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum   
11:30 AM–1 PM Char Spangled Lunch – MOBC
1 PM Team Sales Contest – Compeer Arena
 Begin with Intermediate & Junior Divisions
 Senior Division follows completion of Senior Team Fitting
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Schedule of Events TUESDAY, JULY 4  CONTINUED

1:30 PM Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University Team Fitting Contest – Warner Coliseum 
 Order: Senior Division, Intermediate Division, Junior Division
Evening on your own

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5

8 AM Weaver Livestock Showmanship Contest – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
 Begin with Senior & Intermediate Divisions
 Followed by Junior Division and PeeWee Clinic
11:30 AM–1 PM Char Spangled Lunch – MOBC
1:30 PM Leadership Conference Breakouts 
 Raptor Center – Coliseum  Recommended for ages 12 and under
 University of Minnesota Meat Lab – Meet in Coliseum Entryway   for ages 13 and up
3 PM Adult 9-Hole Golf Scramble – Como Park Golf Course
3:30 PM Area Meetings & Director Elections – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
4:30 PM Char Spangled Snack and Talent Show – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
Evening on your own

THURSDAY, JULY 6 

8 AM Bred & Owned Heifer Show, Bull, Steer and Percentage Heifer Shows  
 – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
11:30 AM–1 PM Char Spangled Lunch – MOBC
2:30 PM Conference Awards Program – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
3 PM AIJCA Annual Membership Meeting – Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
6:30 PM AIJCA Annual Award Banquet Dinner – North End Event Center
7 PM  AIJCA Annual Award Ceremony – North End Event Center

FRIDAY, JULY 7  
8 AM Owned Heifer Show –  Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum
 Cattle released at the conclusion of the show 
11:30 AM–1 PM Char Spangled Lunch – Concession Stand Ticket

SATURDAY, JULY 8  

12 PM Noon Cattle must be off the grounds

*MOBC = Miracle of Birth Center
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Grounds Map A Closer Look
MINNESOTA STATE FAIRGROUNDS AWARD BANQUET DINNER LOCATION

Find these Vendors around the Coliseum!
Chic and Sage Boutique

H&H Show Supply
Sullivan Supply

RM Tack
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Grounds Map A Closer Look
MINNESOTA STATE FAIRGROUNDS AWARD BANQUET DINNER LOCATION
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COORDINATORS:
Co-Chairman: Angela Bunker, Sparta, WI

Co-Chairman: Sydney Zehnder, Stanchfi eld, MN

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE:
Co-Chairmen: Matt & Angie Barnard, Foosland, IL

Angela Bunker, Sparta, WI
Dale Hecht, Grove City, MN
Jodi Briggs, Centerville, IA
Robb Creasey, Macomb, IL

Ashley Eisenbraun, Paynesville, MN
Marla Schnitzler Todd, Foosland, IL
Sydney Zehnder, Stanchfi eld, MN

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
 & CONTEST COMMITTEE:

Chairman: Angela Bunker, Sparta, WI
Miranda Hoag, Flanagan, IL

Haley Schwecke, Gibbon, MN

AWARDS COMMITTEE:
Chairman: Amy Stalcup, Prescott, IA

FOOD COMMITTEE:
Chairman: Kim Schwecke, Gibbon, MN

Alice Coudron, Monticello, MN
Katie Nelson, Rice, MN

SHOW COMMITTEE:
Chairman: Chad Zehnder, Stanchfi eld, MN

Jeff Bunker, Sparta, WI
Steve Bertsche Family, Flanagan, IL

Tom Engel, Flanagan, IL

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE:
Co-Chairman: Stacey Handsaker, Colo, IA
Co-Chairman: Bethany Hoopes, Letts, IA

Troy & Katie Bertsche, Flanagan, IL

VENDOR COMMITTEE:
Sydney Zehnder, Stanchfi eld, MN

Event Contacts
EVENT TELEPHONE: 816-873-5265 
Kaitlyn Chism • Call: 816-873-5265  • Text: 515-205-9704
AICA Director of Youth Activities & Foundation 
kchism@charolaisusa.com

David Hobbs • 913-515-1215
AICA Director of Activities
dhobbs@charolaisusa.com 

PL ANNING COMMIT TEE

VETERINARIAN
NORTHERN VET SERVICE: 

715-371-0990

HOTELS IN ROSEVILLE
DOUBLETREE BY 
HILTON:
2540 N Cleveland Ave 
Roseville, MN 55113
651-636-4567

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS:
2715 Long Lake Rd 
Roseville MN 55113
651-294-7200

HAMPTON INN:
2050 Iona Lane West
Roseville MN 55113
651-209-3000

HOME2 SUITES:
2020 Iona Lane West 
Roseville MN 55113
651-925-8600

Extend your thanks and appreciation to these individuals 
as well as the all volunteers you see throughout the week!

PLEASE SAY THANK YOU!

FAIRGROUND CAMPGROUND:
Kaitlyn Chism, AIJCA 816-873-5265 • Chad Zehnder 612-554-2154
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Char-Spangled Banner
Meal Ticket Menu

SUNDAY 
CONFERENCE WELCOME DINNER  
6:30 - 8:00 PM AT FOOD TRUCKS
Choice of BBQ Sandwich: Brisket, Pulled Pork 
or Chicken and Chips, Root Beer, Thelma’s 
Snickerdoodle Ice Cream Sandwiches
SPONSORED BY:  COMPEER FINANCIAL

MONDAY
LUNCH   11:30 AM - 1 PM
Chick-Fil-A Chicken Sandwich, Chips & Cookie, 
Bottled Water
SPONSORED BY:  TRANS OVA GENETICS

DINNER   5:30 PM - 7 PM
Taco Bar: Ground Beef or Shredded Chicken,
Soft or Hard Shell Tortillas, Toppings, Spanish 
Rice, Chips & Salsa, Iced Tea & Lemonade
SPONSORED BY:  BIOZYME, INC: SURE CHAMP, VITAFERM 

TUESDAY
LUNCH   11:30 AM - 1 PM
Subway Sandwich Box Lunch: Ham, Turkey 
or Club, Chips, Cookie, Bottled Water
SPONSORED BY: PIVOT BIO

WEDNESDAY
LUNCH   11:30 AM - 1 PM
Pizza: Pepperoni, Sausage or Cheese, Caesar 
Salad, Bottled Water
SPONSORED BY: AG COUNTRY FARM CREDIT SERVICES
& SC ONLINE SALES

SNACK 4:30 PM 
Thelma’s Snickerdoodle Ice Cream Sandwiches

THURSDAY
LUNCH   11:30 AM - 1 PM
Portillos Hot Italian Beef Sandwich or
Chicago Style Hot Dogs, Chips, Bottled Water
SPONSORED BY:  ILLINOIS CHAROLAIS BREEDERS ASSN, 
IOWA CHAROLAIS BREEDERS ASSN, 
KANSAS CHAROLAIS ASSN

ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET DINNER   
6:30 PM
Prime Rib Hand Carved to Order, Baked Potato, 
Garden Salad, Cookie or Brownie, Iced Tea 
& Lemonade

FRIDAY
LUNCH   11:30 AM - 1 PM
Concession Stand Ticket: Choice of Hamburger, 
Cheeseburger or Chicken Sandwich and Fries
SPONSORED BY:  FULL CIRCLE CATTLE CO, EATON 
CHAROLAIS RANCH & BERTSCHE FARMS

*Conference Meal ticket only includes the 
Welcome Dinner and the Banquet Dinner*

BOTTLED WATER PROVIDED BY: 

CENTRA SOTA COOPERATIVE & WHITE ROSE CHAROLAIS
Ice available for purchase daily at MOBC
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Conference Participants
A L A B A M A
Austin Alexander, Bremen
Nathan Alexander, Bremen
Eliza Downey, Prattville
Grace Downey, Prattville
Jael Downey, Prattville
Lily Downey, Prattville
Marie Downey, Prattville
Rex Harrison, Holly Pond
Ty Harrison, Holly Pond

A R K A N S A S
Bristol Lee, Gillham
Kix Lee, Gillham
Huck Plyler, Hope

C O L O R A D O
Easton Hill, Nunn
Sutton Hill, Nunn
Faith Johnson, Fort Collins
Lana Johnson, Fort Collins
Madalyn Rohr, Elbert
Maguire Rohr, Elbert
Izzy Sheridan, Timnath
Makennah Tucker, Briggsdale

F L O R I D A
Elizabeth McDowell, Frostproof

I L L I N O I S
Alex Barnard, Foosland
Brecke Barnard, Foosland
Kesler Collins, Flanagan
Drew Creasey, Macomb
Riley Creasey, Macomb
Levi Hinshaw, Secor
Macy Hoag, Illinois City
Carter Hoge, Good Hope
Curt Lemenager, Fairbury
Grace Lemenager, Fairbury
Reed Naughton, Atlanta
Shelby Pearl, DuQuoin
Riley Rhodes, Carlinville
Andrew Todd, Foosland

I N D I A N A
Belle Bennett, Knox
Gabriel Bowman, North Salem
Goldie Bowman, North Salem
Guinevere Bowman, North Salem
Redmin Brumbaugh, Laotto
Kaleb Crowder, Hope

Elijah Downey, Hope
Logan Downey, Hope
Parker Haddon, Reelsville
Hattie Hobbs, Cambridge City
Madilynn McCain, Delphi
Aubrey Neagle, Fountain City
Hadley Neagle, Fountain City
Hayden Neagle, Fountain City
Jackson Neagle, Fountain City
Dallas Richey, La Porte
Mallory Winner, Ridgeville

I O W A
Kinsly Altena, George
Taylor Behrends, Colo
Abree Belcher, Blakesburg
Chloe Briggs, Chariton
Connor Briggs, Chariton
Briar Fisher, Prescott
Peyton Gaul, Strawberry Point
Leah Hoffman, West Bend
Edward Hoopes, Letts
William Hoopes, Letts
Makayla Houck, Prescott
Alyssa Kent, Lucas
Taylor Kent, Lucas
Bryllee Means, Villisca
Conner Oolman, Orange City
Carson Rieck, Creston
Hannah Siek, Blairstown
Rylie Smith, Grinnell
Sara Sullivan, Dunlap
Jenna Tlach, Prole
Owen Weisinger, Fort Madison

K A N S A S
Konner Chandler, Washington
Hayden Englert, Washington
Kinsley Harris, Hepler
Kole Harris, Hepler
Kipton Koons, Lakin
Kirbe Koons, Lakin
Isom Marston, Canton
Haylee McKown, Valley Center
Miranda McKown, Valley Center
Sarah McKown, Valley Center
Heidi Mengarelli, Hepler
Logan Ohlde, Winchester
Nissa Olsen, Manhattan
Kolten Rump, Burrton
Madison Rump, Burrton

Raylin Rump, Burrton
Josi Schrader, Wells
Weston Schrader, Wells
Lane Stewart, Hepler
Jacob Wendland, Barnes

L O U I S I A N A
Claire Williams, Keithville
Lily Williams, Keithville

M A R Y L A N D
Bryliee Miller, Grantsville

M I C H I G A N
Madison Angus, Bellevue
Dalton Geiger, Bad Axe

M I N N E S O T A
Ashley Betker, Royalton
Lee Bjorklund, Henning
Ezra Buck, Owatonna
Cooper Dorn, Henning
Brooke Dunsmore, Mora
Ethan Evenson, Minnesota Lake
Parker Foster, Rose Creek
Payton Foster, Rose Creek
Avery Hahn, Winthrop
Joseph Hanfl er, Little Falls
Dallee Hecht, Grove City
Georgia Hecht, Grove City
Josie Hecht, Grove City
Payton Hecht, Paynesville
Riley Hecht, Paynesville
Taylor Hecht, Paynesville
Ryan Hegland, Northfi eld
Avery Kohls, Hutchinson
Emma Marthaler, Rosemount
Logan McGunegill, Jasper
Mabry McGunegill, Jasper
Max McGunegill, Jasper
Taylin Muller, Pipestone
Tyenna Muller, Pipestone
Abigail Nelson, Rice
Keaton Nelson, Rice
Cole Reese, Jasper
Ava Schoenfeld, Lakefi eld
Jilian Schoenfeld, Lakefi eld
Mikayla Skiba, North Branch
Natalia Zehnder, Stanchfi eld

M I S S O U R I
Emilie Birge, Columbia

JUNIORS
Hayden Birge, Columbia
Katie Birge, Columbia
Danny Cassatt, Webb City
Tannah Cassatt, Webb City
Zannah Cassatt, Webb City
Lucas Crutcher, Fair Grove
Ryanne Crutcher, Fair Grove
Eli Dehan, LaMonte
Austin Doerhoff, Henley
Henry Doerhoff, Henley
Madelyn Doerhoff, Henley
Jackson Ebert, Polo
Emma Hankins, Springfi eld
Jessi Hankins, Springfi eld
Brittany Hirsch, Thayer
Jalynn Hoover, Carthage
Cody Jedlicka, Koshkonong
Harper Johansen, Lebanon
Emily Meyer, Sarcoxie
Adler Patrick, Chilhowee
Atley Patrick, Chilhowee
Gates Peuster, Richmond
Gus Schoen, Holt
Oakley Schoen, Holt
Avery Schumacher, Bowling Green
Brynlee Schumacher, Bowling Green
Cambree Schumacher, Bowling Green
Annie Stewart, St Thomas
Jacob Stewart, St Thomas
Jackson Stone, Clinton
Jillian Stone, Clinton
Clara Taylor, Eldon
Kendall Taylor, Eldon

N E B R A S K A
Sidney Allard, Sidney
Devon Benes, Valparaiso
Ethan Benes, Juniata
Dillon Borg, Concord
Cason Carlson, Henry
Tatum Carlson, Henry
Cayleigh Eickhoff, Shubert
Olivia Eickhoff, Falls City
Madison Hirschman, St. Paul
Kashlyn Krebs, Gordon
Sarah Mead, Aurora
Caleb Schnuelle, DeWitt
Carsten Schnuelle, DeWitt
Charity Schnuelle, DeWitt
Claire Schnuelle, DeWitt
Lora Sonderup, Fullerton

Luke Sonderup, Fullerton
Ava Stewart, Newcastle
Calley Stewart, Newcastle
Brantley Went, Leigh
Jessica Wertenberger, Falls City

N E W  Y O R K
Beverly Ploetz, Friendship
Garrett Ploetz, Friendship
Shane Ploetz, Friendship

N O R T H  C A R O L I N A
Mattie Harward, Richfi eld

N O R T H  D A K O T A
Bennett Mrnak, Bowman
Ellis Mrnak, Bowman
Layton Mrnak, Bowman
Vance Mrnak, Bowman

O H I O
Ellis Davis, Hillsboro
Mackenzie Neal, Lewisburg
Jaecee Schrader, Continental
Kalin Schrader, Continentall

O K L A H O M A
Kelton Arthur, Stillwater
Carly Dismukes, Checotah
Katie Dismukes, Checotah
Shayla Dismukes, Checotah
Klaer Foreman, Checotah
Scotlynn Hatton, Ada
Keller Oakes, Taloga
Kylin Oakes, Taloga
Ethan Shoemake, Warner

P E N N S Y LV A N I A
Reagan Dunn, Cochranton

S O U T H  D A K O T A
McQuade Beare, Estelline
Tate Bergh, Florence
Ty Bergh, Florence
Bevin Bertsche, Onida
Briggston Bertsche, Onida
Chisum Blum, Reliance
Cyrus Blum, Reliance
Paislee Carlson, Canton
Emma Caulfi eld, Bradley
Madelyn Caulfi eld, Bradley
Hayes Christensen, 
  Wessington Springs

Jessie Coyle, Orient
Paton Coyle, Orient
Gage Hansen, Turton
Bentlee Holt, Lake Preston
Cambree Holt, Lake Preston
Hadlee Holt, Lake Preston
Braxton Keppen, Harrisburg
Halle Keppen, Harrisburg
Mattisyn Keppen, Volga
Sienna Kessler, Onida
Korbin Leddy, Stockholm
Jady LeDoux, Harrold
Khloe Olson, Lake Preston
Kinzlee Olson, Lake Preston
Chance Schoenfeld, Astoria
Gentry Stern, Garden City
Kennedy Stern, Garden City
Remington Yost, Gann Valley

T E N N E S S E E
Kara Brooks, Brush Creek
Walynn Maupin, Newbern
William Maupin, Newbern
Alyssa Meier, Clinton

T E X A S
Emma Adams, Blossom
Ethan Adams, Blossom
Cason Addington, Rhome
Camille Asmus, Houston
Kaycee Clark, Saint Jo
Kynan DeMoss, Bowie
Baileigh Ferguson, Madisonville
Lyndsey Franklin, Ladonia
Camille Greer, Shelbyville
Carter Greer, Shelbyville
Sidney Grice, League City
Will Herd, College Station
Kinlee Hughes, Montague
Avery Hunt, Longview
Corbin Hunt, Longview
Lexi Huse, Elm Mott
Mason Leifeste, Cameron
Paisley Lightfoot, Needville
Stockton Lightfoot, Needville
Tilden Lightfoot, Needville
Jaycee Littleton, Simms
Jaylee Littleton, Simms
Jayden Mata, Asherton
Paisley Miller, Bellville
Bella Parker, Godley
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Jason Hankins, Springfi eld
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Hanna Henley, Eugene
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Mishell Hoover, Carthage
Dale Jedlicka, Koshkonong
Tonya Jedlicka, Koshkonong
Ivee Johansen, Lebanon
Jamie Johansen, Lebanon
Kevin Johansen, Lebanon
Eugene Meyer, Sarcoxie
Lori Meyer, Sarcoxie
Justin Patrick, Chilhowee
Morgan Patrick, Chilhowee
Chris Peuster, Richmond
Jennifer Schumacher, Bowling Green
Lois Schumacher, Bowling Green
Michael Schumacher, Bowling Green
Mary Silka, Webb City
Melody Simpson, Thayer
Teanna Simpson, Thayer
James Sparks, LaMonte
Gwennyth Stewart, Eugene
Jeff Stone, Clinton
Julia Stone, Clinton
Shawndra Taylor, Eldon
Troy Taylor, Eldon

N E B R A S K A
Andrea Benes, Valparaiso
Carlie Benes, Valparaiso
Lona Benes, Valparaiso
Martin Benes, Juniata
Mitch Benes, Valparaiso
Cameron Carlson, Henry
Jessica Carlson, Henry
Kathy Hirschman, St. Paul
Kaleigh Krebs, Gordon
Ty Krebs, Gordon
Debra Mead, Aurora
Steve Mead, Aurora
Ben Schnuelle, De Witt
Connie Schnuelle, De Witt
Beth Sonderup, Fullerton
Ryan Sonderup, Fullerton
Laura Stewart, Newcastle

N E W  Y O R K
Cassandra Ploetz, Friendship

N O R T H  D A K O T A
Deitra Bina, Bismarck
Desiree Bina, Bismarck

Lane Bina, Lawton
Vicki Bina, Lawton

O H I O
Elon Davis, Hillsboro
Megan Davis, Hillsboro

O K L A H O M A
Jim Dismukes, Checotah

S O U T H  D A K O T A
Gracelynn Beare, Estelline
Roger Beare, Estelline
Stephanie Beare, Estelline
Kim Bergh, Florence
Ryan Bergh, Florence
Brandon Bertsche, Onida
Sasha Bertsche, Onida
Ann Caulfi eld, Bradley
Delila Coyle, Orient
Stetson Eschenbaum, Lake Preston
BJ Hansen, Turton
Caroline Hansen, Turton
BJ Keppen, Harrisburg
Greg Keppen, Volga
Janell Keppen, Volga
Katie Keppen, Harrisburg
Donnie Leddy, Stockholm
Krecia Leddy, Stockholm
Renee Mack, Estelline
Jerod Olson, Lake Preston
Kash Olson, Lake Preston
Kolt Olson, Lake Preston
Melanie Olson, Lake Preston
Al Schoenfeld, Astoria
Kara Schoenfeld, Astoria
Brinkley Stern, Garden City
Denae Stern, Garden City
Kyle Stern, Garden City
Alan Vedvei, Lake Preston
Deb Vedvei, Lake Preston
Brandon Walter, Lake Preston
Corrie Walter, Lake Preston

T E N N E S S E E
Cheyanne Allen, Fairview
Jerri Lynn Brooks, Brush Creek
Barry Maupin, Newbern
Richard Ross, Newbern
Blake Sutherland, Brush Creek
Eddie Tharpe, Newbern
Keri Wilkerson, Brush Creek
Lee Wilkerson, Brush Creek

T E X A S
Britney Adams, Blossom
Charlotte Asmus, Houston
Gary Biggs, Godley
Jake Bove, Blossom
Xavier Brown, Ladonia
Kevin Doonan, Caldwell
Kevin Ferguson, Caldwell
Cynthia Franklin, Ladonia
Scott Franklin, Ladonia
Collin Greer, Shelbyville
Courtney Greer, Shelbyville
Tracy Hedeman, Millsap
Chris Hughes, Montague
Kris Hunt, Longview
Wendy Hunt, Longview
Dinah Huse, Elm Mott
Heather Lightfoot, Needville
Katie Morrow, Ladonia
Jay Polhemus, Bowie
Jed Watje, Millsap

U T A H
Jessica Thayne, Altonah
Sid Thayne, Altonah
Wyatt Thayne, Altonah

V I R G I N I A
Carrsha Eavers, Middlebrook

W A S H I N G T O N
Brigid Clift, Ellensburg
Kerry Clift, Ellensburg

W I S C O N S I N
Angela Bunker, Sparta
Jeff Bunker, Sparta
Barbara Carter, Bangor
Damian Carter, Bangor
Shauna Carter-Laufenberg, 
Hixton
Lynn Crooks, Lancaster
Dan Laufenberg, Hixton
Carmen Liebelt, Mindoro
Rachel Mosley, Sparta
Jonathon Wantoch, Colfax
Brian Wimmler, Waldo
Diane Wimmler, Waldo
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The AIJCA Junior Board would like to welcome you to the 2023 AIJCA Junior National Show and Leadership 
Conference!  We hope you are ready for a fun-packed week of meeting new people, seeing old friends, and 
learning new skills.  We have conference sessions, contests, and social events planned for you to expand your 
knowledge and demonstrate your strengths. Make sure to check out the schedule for a complete list of dates, 
times and locations for all the activities.

Make note of your exhibitor number on your conference/meal ticket. These will be used to divide into small 
groups.

The General Caucus Meeting will be held on Monday, July 3rd in the Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum.  We 
welcome new ideas on how to improve and expand our organization; however, in order to be included in the 
agenda for the Annual Membership Meeting, those ideas must be presented in writing at the General Caucus.  
The Annual Membership Meeting will be held on Thursday, July 6th in the Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum. 
Items properly presented will be discussed during the General Caucus Report & Action portion of the meeting. 

We hope that everyone enjoys this week to the fullest.  Participating and meeting new people will make your 
week a long lasting memory.  If you need any assistance or have any questions, please fi nd an AIJCA Board of 
Director. We would be happy to help!

Good luck and have a great week!

AIJCA Board of Directors 

AIJCA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDA
July 6th, 2023 • 3:00 p.m. • St. Paul Minnesota

Call to Order – President, Devon Benes
Roll Call – Secretary, Shade Bunker
 1. Secretary’s Report 
 2. Treasurer’s Report
 3. Membership Report 
 4. General Caucus Report & Action 
 5. 2024 Junior National Update
 6. 2025 Junior National Bid 
 7. Future Junior National Bids
 8. 2024 Conference Honoree & Show Dedicatee Selection 
 9. Other Business

1

4

3

2

6

8

75

Welcome Juniors!
CHAR SPANGLED  BANNE R  2 02 3!
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MEET YOUR 2022-2023 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERSMEET YOUR 2022-2023 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERS

Hello everyone! My name is Dillon Borg and I am your AIJCA Junior Board 
Area 2 Director. I am the son of Mark and Angie Borg, and I currently live in 
Concord, Nebraska. This past spring I graduated from college with a degree in 
Mechanized Agriculture. Currently, I am working on the family farm where we 
run a row crop operation while also raising cattle.

What’s up Charolais enthusiasts! My name is Devon Benes and I am your AIJCA 
President! I am the son of Mitch and Andrea Benes. I graduated college with a 
degree in graphic design and now have my own design business, DB Designs. 
I live in Valparaiso, Nebraska and work on the family farm where we produce 
crops and raise beef cattle. I am a fourth generation Charolais breeder, and my 
family has been in the Charolais business for over 55 years.

Hi, my name is Maddy Rohr and I am your AIJCA Junior Board Area 1 Director. 
I am from Elbert, Colorado where my family raises registered Charolais and 
Angus cattle. I am currently a senior at Kansas State University where I am 
studying agricultural communications and journalism, with a minor in animal 
science.

Hello juniors! My name is Weston Schrader, and I am from Wells, Kansas 
where my family raises Charolais and SimAngus seedstock. We market 
spring bulls through our Schrader Ranch Annual Bull sale, as well as show 
heifers and steers via private treaty across the Midwest. I will be a sophomore 
at Kansas State University in Animal Science, while also competing on the 
livestock judging team. This spring, I was a member of the National Champion 
Meat Animal Evaluation team.

Hey everyone, my name is Jaycee Littleton and I am your AIJCA Junior Board 
Area 4 Director. I grew up in Simms, Texas where I was involved in our small-
town community and family ranch, -L Charolais. I live in Norman, Oklahoma 
currently and plan on starting pharmacy school in the fall!

AREA 3 • VICE PRESIDENT - WESTON SCHRADER, KANSAS

AREA 2 • DILLON BORG, NEBRASKA

AREA 1 • MADDY ROHR, COLORADO

AIJCA PRESIDENT • DEVON BENES, NEBRASKA

AREA 4 • JAYCEE LITTLETON, TEXAS

MEET YOUR 2022-2023 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERSMEET YOUR 2022-2023 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERS

Hello! I am Carter Hoge from Good Hope, Illinois and I am your AIJCA Junior 
Board Area 5 Director. I have enjoyed showing all species of livestock, but 
have found a strong fondness for the Charolais breed. I will be attending Black 
Hawk East Junior College this fall while also participating on the livestock 
judging team. I am looking forward to a great week at Charolais Junior 
Nationals!

What’s up Char gang? I’m Lucas Crutcher and I am serving as your AIJCA 
Junior Board Area 6 Director. I live in Fair Grove, Missouri where I help 
operate Crutcher Cattle Company where we raise purebred Charolais cattle. I 
am currently a sophomore at Butler Community College where I am pursuing a 
degree in Agriculture Business as well as participating on the livestock judging 
team.

Hi! My name is Shade Bunker and I am your Area 7 Director and Secretary 
from Sparta, Wisconsin. My parents are Jeff and Angela Bunker, and with my 
younger sister, Breeze, we own and operate J&A Charolais. This is my third 
year on the AIJCA Junior Board of Directors, and the Char Spangled Banner 
will be my 12th Charolais Junior National! I am a sophomore at Iowa State 
University majoring in Agriculture Business and minoring in Animal Science.

AREA 3 • VICE PRESIDENT - WESTON SCHRADER, KANSAS

AREA 5 • CARTER HOGE, ILLINOIS

AREA 6 • LUCAS CRUTCHER, MISSOURI

AREA 7 • SECRETARY - SHADE BUNKER, WISCONSIN

AREA 8 • TREASURER - MATTIE HARWARD, NORTH CAROLINA 
Hello, my name is Mattie Harward, and I am your AIJCA Junior Board Area 
8 director and AIJCA Treasurer. I am from Richfi eld, North Carolina where I 
help with my family’s cattle marketing businesses as well as our commercial 
and purebred beef cattle operations. I recently graduated from Iowa State 
University where I majored in Agricultural Studies.This will be my last junior 
nationals as a junior and marks my 15th year showing livestock. 

Hey everyone!  I’m Austin Alexander, one of the new AIJCA At Large Directors.  
I live in the great state of Alabama.  I’ve been showing Charolais cattle since 
I was nine years old.  This junior nationals wil mark my 10th junior national to 
participate and show in.

AT LARGE • AUSTIN ALEXANDER, ALABAMA
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Junior Board Area 6 Director. I live in Fair Grove, Missouri where I help 
operate Crutcher Cattle Company where we raise purebred Charolais cattle. I 
am currently a sophomore at Butler Community College where I am pursuing a 
degree in Agriculture Business as well as participating on the livestock judging 
team.

Hi! My name is Shade Bunker and I am your Area 7 Director and Secretary 
from Sparta, Wisconsin. My parents are Jeff and Angela Bunker, and with my 
younger sister, Breeze, we own and operate J&A Charolais. This is my third 
year on the AIJCA Junior Board of Directors, and the Char Spangled Banner 
will be my 12th Charolais Junior National! I am a sophomore at Iowa State 
University majoring in Agriculture Business and minoring in Animal Science.

AREA 3 • VICE PRESIDENT - WESTON SCHRADER, KANSAS

AREA 5 • CARTER HOGE, ILLINOIS

AREA 6 • LUCAS CRUTCHER, MISSOURI

AREA 7 • SECRETARY - SHADE BUNKER, WISCONSIN

AREA 8 • TREASURER - MATTIE HARWARD, NORTH CAROLINA 
Hello, my name is Mattie Harward, and I am your AIJCA Junior Board Area 
8 director and AIJCA Treasurer. I am from Richfi eld, North Carolina where I 
help with my family’s cattle marketing businesses as well as our commercial 
and purebred beef cattle operations. I recently graduated from Iowa State 
University where I majored in Agricultural Studies.This will be my last junior 
nationals as a junior and marks my 15th year showing livestock. 

Hey everyone!  I’m Austin Alexander, one of the new AIJCA At Large Directors.  
I live in the great state of Alabama.  I’ve been showing Charolais cattle since 
I was nine years old.  This junior nationals wil mark my 10th junior national to 
participate and show in.

AT LARGE • AUSTIN ALEXANDER, ALABAMA
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Hey Charolais family, I’m Ethan Shoemake, and I currently serve as one of 
your AIJCA At-Large Directors. The Char Spangled Banner will be my fourth 
Junior National. I live in the small town of Porum, Oklahoma where my family 
runs a 50+ cow/calf purebred Angus and percentage and purebred Charolais 
operation. I’m currently a sophomore at Estern Oklahoma State College in 
Wilburton, Oklahoma where I’m pursuing my associates degree in Agricultural 
Communications. I am also a member of the livestock judging team and 
agricultural ambassadors program. Go ‘Neers! 

Hey everyone! My name is Nissa Olsen and I am one of your AIJCA At-Large 
Directors. I grew up around Manhattan, Kansas where my family runs a small 
Charolais seedstock operation. In addition, I have been showing cattle for the 
past 12 years, and this will be my 10th Junior National. In the fall I plan to attend 
Kansas State University to major in Animal Science.

AT LARGE  • NISSA OLSEN, KANSAS

AT LARGE • ETHAN SHOEMAKE, OKLAHOMA

AT LARGE • JENNA TLACH,  IOWA

Howdy ya’ll! I was the 2021-2022 AIJCA President. I am the daughter of Doris 
and Roger Smith, originally from Lockhart, Texas.  Being on the Charolais 
Board has played an enormous impact on who I am. I am currently attending 
Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas where I am pursuing my 
masters degree in Physiology of Reproduction.

EX-OFFICIO • MOLLY SMITH, TEXAS

Hi all! My name is Jenna Tlach and I am from a small town in south central 
Iowa. This year I’m serving as one of your at-large directors. My family includes 
my parents Barry and Amy, and my younger sister, Abby. As a family we operate 
City View Farms in Prole, Iowa. We work to produce elite heifers that are 
capable of producing offspring that can compete at various levels. It’s been fun 
to fi nd success in the show ring and watch our genetics accumulate success. 
This fall, I will be a junior at Iowa State University in Agricultural Education/
Communications.

Miss Charolais USA 2023
EMMA HANKINS is the 18 year-old 
daughter of Jason and Pam Hankins of Spring� eld, Mo. Emma 
has been showing cattle since she could walk. Her � rst Charolais 
Junior National was in Kansas City, Missouri and she was only 
six! Emma competed in a variety of contests her � rst few years 
until she was eight and showed for the � rst time in Texarkana, 
Texas. She has been to every Junior National since then and loved 
every second of it. Emma is the president of the Missouri Junior 
Charolais Association as well as a past regional vice-president 
of the Missouri Junior Cattleman’s Association. She is a member 
of Greene County Cattleman’s, Republic FFA, and the American 
International Junior Charolais Association. During her years of 

high school, Emma has been a part of the Republic Ambassador program, the Agriculture 
program, Advisory Council, and Honors program. Emma was a lead ambassador, Area 12 
FFA Vice-President, Junior Advisory member, and high ranking in the National Honor 
Society. Emma graduated from high school in December of 2022 and began attending Ozark 
Technical College in January 2023. Emma is pursing a Business and Finance degree, with 
hopes to get her appraisals license a� er graduation. She loves working with the younger 
generation of Charolais breeders and hopes to be a mentor like those she looked up to as a 
kid.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: JAMIE SPARKS DEHAN • 913-544-6128 • WWW.MISS_CHAROLAIS_USA@YAHOO.COM 

AWARDS
$1,000 scholarship to Miss Charolais USA. 

$500 scholarship to the fi rst runner-up. 
Up to $2,000 in travel expenses paid for Miss Charolais USA.

MISS CHAROLAIS USA CONTEST TO BE HELD AT THE 2023 AMERICAN ROYAL.
Applications must be 

postmarked by July 31st!
Download an application from the website. 

GOLD SPONSORS 
American-International Charolais Association

Connell-Henley Farms, Eugene, Missouri
Missouri Charolais Breeders Association

Sparks Charolais Farm, LaMonte, Missouri
Windy Hill Charolais Farm, Cedar Hill, Missouri

SILVER SPONSORS
Charolais Dees

Shadow Springs Farm, Havre de Grace, Maryland
BRONZE SPONSORS

Bradley Cattle Company, Springfield, Missouri

Join Miss Charolais 
USA 2023

Emma Hankins
FOR A MEET & GREET

MONDAY, JULY 3RD AT 6 PM
IN THE MOBC
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Sunday, July 2nd

Monday, July 3rd
6:30 PM - Meet at Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum 
 Sponsored by: Barnard Farms

Leadership Conference session: Keynote Speaker, Holly Hoffman
1:30 PM - Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum 
 Sponsored by: Raymond Hicks Leadership Fund

      Holly Hoffman was the last remaining member of the Espada Tribe 
and the last woman standing on season 21 of CBS’ hit reality show 
“Survivor Nicaragua”. Through that experience, and others throughout her 
life, Holly was inspired to share her message of survival.
      A professional motivational speaker and the author of Your Winner 
Within and Write Yourself a Note, Holly acknowledges that life is made 
up of challenges, and we are oftentimes faced with situations that seem 
insurmountable. Within each of us is an ability to focus our thoughts, 
emotions, and energy to succeed- if only we have the knowledge, tools, 
and discipline to do so.

      A native of South Dakota, Holly’s writing and speaking not only offer encouragement and 
optimism, but a roadmap for self-discovery and spiritual enlightenment. Readers and audience 
members alike walk away inspired to light the fi re of succesful living within themselves.
      Today, Holly is a recipient of the Certifi ed Speaking Professional designation, and travels 
across the country and internationally, speaking to a wide variety of corporations, associations, 
universities, schools, and women’s organizations. Holly inspires her audience to take opportunities 
and focus on faith, attitude, determination, confi dence, desire, and perseverance. 

Sure Champ Formula 4 Success
6:00 PM - Miracle of Birth Center

Kickball Tournament

      Investing time and money in your show cattle is just 
part of the challenge as you #PreptoWin. The other part 
of the equation is getting them on a ration that will help 
them grow and develop at a rate that gets them to their endpoint. That comes from experience and 
a balanced ration of energy, protein, fat, vitamins and minerals.
      BioZyme will provide ingredients that will replicate the feedstuffs that exhibitors might fi nd at 
their local feedstore to make their “cow chow” such as: 
 Energy Option – Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, Pretzels, Popcorn or Goldfi sh
 Protein Option – Almonds, Pistachios, Peanuts 
 Fat Option – Raisins, Marshmallows
 Mineral Option – Some type of seasoning or sprinkles
 Supplement Option – M&M’s or Chocolate Chips, or some type of candy

       Teams should consist of 4-5 young people, with one person from each age group (novice, 
junior, intermediate and senior) and team members can be from different states. Winning teams will 
receive a Sure Champ® and Vita Charge® swag pack and the knowledge of balancing a ration.

Tuesday, July 4th
Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University Clinic
10:30 AM - Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum

Wednesday, July 5th
Leadership Conference Session: University of Minnesota Meat Lab
1:30 PM - Meet in Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum Entryway 
Sponsored by: Nebraska Junior Charolais Association & Char-Cation Planning Committee
* Recommended for ages 13 & up      
The Meat Science Laboratory, located in the Andrew Boss 
Laboratory of Meat Science (ABLMS), is a modern meat 
processing facility capable of processing both red meat and poultry 
species. In addition to the extension, research, and teaching 
capacities that the laboratory serves, fresh and processed meats 
products are also made available for purchase by the university 
community and interested parties, and some products may be 
featured in other universities dining venues and events.

Leadership Conference Session: The Raptor Center
1:30 PM - Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum  
Sponsored by: Nebraska Junior Charolais Association & Char-Cation Planning Committee

* Recommended for ages 12 & under
Raptors, also called birds of prey, have existed in 
some form for 50 to 75 million years. There are 
approximately 482 species of raptor worldwide, 
304 diurnal (day-active) species and 178 nocturnal 
(night-active) species. Find out more about raptor 
species found in North America, from how to spot 
them, where they live, and what they eat. Come 
see the raptors up close!

Sullivan Supply hosts, Kevin Doonan, Clayton 
Boyert, and Wess Richey will teach exhibitors 
importance and tips in their Fitting Trifecta 
Clinic. Throughout this clinic, the three hosts will 
specialize in the demonstrations using product 
and fi tting areas of the Top Line, Belly, and the 
Back Leg.

®



18

CONFERENCE  
& SHOW

S

Sunday, July 2nd

Monday, July 3rd
6:30 PM - Meet at Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum 
 Sponsored by: Barnard Farms

Leadership Conference session: Keynote Speaker, Holly Hoffman
1:30 PM - Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum 
 Sponsored by: Raymond Hicks Leadership Fund

      Holly Hoffman was the last remaining member of the Espada Tribe 
and the last woman standing on season 21 of CBS’ hit reality show 
“Survivor Nicaragua”. Through that experience, and others throughout her 
life, Holly was inspired to share her message of survival.
      A professional motivational speaker and the author of Your Winner 
Within and Write Yourself a Note, Holly acknowledges that life is made 
up of challenges, and we are oftentimes faced with situations that seem 
insurmountable. Within each of us is an ability to focus our thoughts, 
emotions, and energy to succeed- if only we have the knowledge, tools, 
and discipline to do so.

      A native of South Dakota, Holly’s writing and speaking not only offer encouragement and 
optimism, but a roadmap for self-discovery and spiritual enlightenment. Readers and audience 
members alike walk away inspired to light the fi re of succesful living within themselves.
      Today, Holly is a recipient of the Certifi ed Speaking Professional designation, and travels 
across the country and internationally, speaking to a wide variety of corporations, associations, 
universities, schools, and women’s organizations. Holly inspires her audience to take opportunities 
and focus on faith, attitude, determination, confi dence, desire, and perseverance. 

Sure Champ Formula 4 Success
6:00 PM - Miracle of Birth Center

Kickball Tournament

      Investing time and money in your show cattle is just 
part of the challenge as you #PreptoWin. The other part 
of the equation is getting them on a ration that will help 
them grow and develop at a rate that gets them to their endpoint. That comes from experience and 
a balanced ration of energy, protein, fat, vitamins and minerals.
      BioZyme will provide ingredients that will replicate the feedstuffs that exhibitors might fi nd at 
their local feedstore to make their “cow chow” such as: 
 Energy Option – Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, Pretzels, Popcorn or Goldfi sh
 Protein Option – Almonds, Pistachios, Peanuts 
 Fat Option – Raisins, Marshmallows
 Mineral Option – Some type of seasoning or sprinkles
 Supplement Option – M&M’s or Chocolate Chips, or some type of candy

       Teams should consist of 4-5 young people, with one person from each age group (novice, 
junior, intermediate and senior) and team members can be from different states. Winning teams will 
receive a Sure Champ® and Vita Charge® swag pack and the knowledge of balancing a ration.

Tuesday, July 4th
Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University Clinic
10:30 AM - Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum

Wednesday, July 5th
Leadership Conference Session: University of Minnesota Meat Lab
1:30 PM - Meet in Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum Entryway 
Sponsored by: Nebraska Junior Charolais Association & Char-Cation Planning Committee
* Recommended for ages 13 & up      
The Meat Science Laboratory, located in the Andrew Boss 
Laboratory of Meat Science (ABLMS), is a modern meat 
processing facility capable of processing both red meat and poultry 
species. In addition to the extension, research, and teaching 
capacities that the laboratory serves, fresh and processed meats 
products are also made available for purchase by the university 
community and interested parties, and some products may be 
featured in other universities dining venues and events.

Leadership Conference Session: The Raptor Center
1:30 PM - Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum  
Sponsored by: Nebraska Junior Charolais Association & Char-Cation Planning Committee

* Recommended for ages 12 & under
Raptors, also called birds of prey, have existed in 
some form for 50 to 75 million years. There are 
approximately 482 species of raptor worldwide, 
304 diurnal (day-active) species and 178 nocturnal 
(night-active) species. Find out more about raptor 
species found in North America, from how to spot 
them, where they live, and what they eat. Come 
see the raptors up close!

Sullivan Supply hosts, Kevin Doonan, Clayton 
Boyert, and Wess Richey will teach exhibitors 
importance and tips in their Fitting Trifecta 
Clinic. Throughout this clinic, the three hosts will 
specialize in the demonstrations using product 
and fi tting areas of the Top Line, Belly, and the 
Back Leg.

®



19

CO
NF

ER
EN

CE
  

& 
SH

OW
S

A Minnesota native, Michael Brual grew up in West Concord, Minn. where he 
began to work for seedstock producers across the midwest. Today, Michael lives 

in Watertown, South Dakota and works for Midwest Veterinary Service. Aside 
from Midwest Vet, Michael works with Simmental and Angus producers as well

as raises his own cattle.

Michael Brual

Growing up in Albert Lea, Minn. Grady Ruble helped his parents and brother run 
their Simmental and Angus cattle operation. Today, Grady, his wife, and children 
all reside in Canby, Minn. Grady works as a beef cattle nutritionist for Purina.

Grady Ruble

Adult 9-hole golf scramble: Como Golf Course, St. Paul, MN
1431 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul, MN 55103
Tee Times stagger beginning at 2:56 PM
4-player, 9-hole Golf Scramble o� ered for adults.
Entry Fee: $60 per player
Scramble Fee Includes: greens fee, cart, goodie bag, snacks and prizes to the winning team.
*Please sign up in the Show O�  ce by Noon, Monday, July 3rd

Meet  The Judges
Sullivan Supply/ Stock Show University Team Fitting Contest

Zach Wangen resides in Ellendale, Minn. where he farms and  raises Red 
Angus cattle. After graduating from Iowa State University in 2014, Zach returned 
home to work alongside his dad, mom, and brother at Wangen Cattle Company. 

Zach Wangen

Wednesday, July 5th
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Weaver Livestock Showmanship Contest Intermediate Division

Ennis and Kip Wallace
Ennis Wallace currently resides in Emerald Wisconsin, where he, his wife Karen, 
and his son, Kip, own and operate Kip Wallace Cattle Company. For the past 
15 years, the family operation focuses on raising high quality Red Angus and 
Simmental cattle through an extensive embryo transplant program. Ennis has 
managed several prestigious cow herds over the years and has raised and fed, 
champions at all of the major livestock shows in the country.

Kip Wallace is a graduate of Black Hawk East and Western Illinois University, 
where he was a member of the livestock judging teams. Kip then returned to 
Black Hawk and served as the Agribusiness Instructor and Assistant Livestock 
Judging Coach. Currently, he and his family own and operate “Kip Wallace Cattle 
Company” a progressive Red Angus and Simmental seedstock operation that 
markets cattle and genetics across the globe.

Weaver Livestock Showmanship Contest Senior Divison

Ed and Bret Cody
Ed Cody is a 3rd generation cattleman and owner of Cody’s Cattle Service in Menomonie, Wis. 
Shortly after college, Ed and Lynn founded Cody’s Cattle Service, where they began by buying and 
selling elite show stock while also running a cow-calf operation. He and his wife, Lynn, raised three 
children Nate, Bret, and Jessie. Ed has also been blessed to work and judge livestock shows all 
across the country.

Ed’s son, Bret Cody owns Cody’s Cattle Service (Texas) and resides in Tolar, Texas with his wife, 
Kasey, and two sons. As a family, they focus on raising and marketing elite show cattle of various 

breeds. Bret loves to travel to shows with his family and customers.

Both Ed and Bret enjoy working alongside youth in agriculture to provide 
excellent customer service and tailored guidance throughout feeding and 
breeding seasons of cattle.

Meet  The Judges
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Will Coor, originally from Selma, North Carolina, attended Black Hawk East Junior College where 
he was a member of the 2013 National Champion Junior College Livestock 
Judging Team. After his time at Black Hawk, he went on to attend Western Illinois 
University where he completed his senior collegiate livestock judging career and 
recieved a B.S in Agricultural Business. Will, alongside his wife Lauren and two 
sons, Stokely and Bowen, now reside in Greefi eld, Ohio where they own and 
operate Coor Cattle. Coor Cattle’s main focus is raising and selling high-quality 
show cattle in multiple breeds that are offered in their various sales biannually.

Bred & Owned Heifer & Bull Shows, Steer & Percentage Heifers Shows

Will Coor

Owned Heifer Show
Ty Bayer

Ty Bayer attended Junior College at Lincoln Land Community College in 
Springfi eld, Illinois, where he was an active member of the livestock judging 
team.  After junior college, Ty transferred to Colorado State University where 
he graduated in 2015 with a degree in Animal Science. While attending CSU 
Ty was a member of a successful livestock judging team that had many top 5 
fi nishes including being named champion team at the American Royal in Kansas 
City.  After graduation from Colorado State University, Ty returned home to the 

family farm in Ringle, Wis. Ty and his family currently operate TC Reds, a 140 head operation 
including Angus and Red Angus cattle. The Bayer’s have bred and shown many state and national 
champions.
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Conference Honoree

Don Olsen
      Patient, genuine, kind; few of many notable ways to describe Don Olsen and his lasting 
impression on those whom he surrounded.
      The valued importance of cattle was taught to Don at an early age. Growing up on his  family’s 
dairy and Hereford cattle operation, Don could be seen as a passionate rancher and leader. 
Thanks to his involvement as president for Colorado FFA and the Colorado Junior Hereford 
Board, Don would continue his professional career as a cattleman throughout life. Infl uenced by 
his brother Jim, Don grew a fond interest of the Charolais breed and was intrigued by Charolais 
genetics. Together, the family established Yuma Colorado Charolais (YUCO), and soon after Don 
created Fancy Creek Charolais. Even today, Don’s cattle company is still run and operated in 
Randolph, Kansas.
      Much of Don’s success has been closely accompanied by his wife, Charlotte Olsen. Don and 
Charlotte were married in September of 1975 in Mulvane, Kansas. Together, they had two children 
and one granddaughter. Their relationship was often spent ranching, travelling, and being involved 
in their community. Charlotte most enjoyed Don’s curiosity, as they would frequently take day trips 
to visit new places and people.
      Being an Agricultural Economics enthusiast, Don took a visionary perspective on Charolais 
genetics and the industry’s marketing approach. He believed passionately in the importance of 
cattle shows to promote the Charolais breed. Don was involved on AICA committees such as Breed 
Improvement and Affi liate Committees where he also served as Vice Chairmen of the Affi liate 
Committee.       

By: Reagan Dolan
Don Olsen

      While Don harbored a devotion to the cattle industry, he also offered strong ties to youth in his 
community. Whether he was leading 4-H clubs or coaching little league teams, Don was eager to 
assist in helping his children’s teams and youth organizations. 
He was invested in helping young people learn and grow, 
and often mentored college kids on his ranch. Because of 
Don’s passion for youth and agriculture, memorials have been 
established in Don’s name for the Kansas Junior Charolais 
Association, Riley County 4-H Foundation, and the Randolph 
United Methodist Church. 
      As an esteemed alumni, Don dedicated much of his free 
time to Kansas State University athletics. Don was an avid 
football fan and as a season ticket holder, he dedicated time 
to cheer on the Wildcats whenever he could. This passion for 
K-State drove his family members to join the support of the 
university, but Don’s love for the college especially impacted 
his granddaughter.
      One of Don’s favorite people to guide within youth organizations was his own granddaughter, 
Nissa Olsen. Many who had the honor of knowing Don could see that he enjoyed the time spent 
with his ranch buddy. Living only 20 miles apart, Nissa was able to spend much of her childhood 
growing up and learning the passion that Don had grown for Charolais cattle. Today, Nissa has  
carried forth Don’s Charolais legacy.  Numerous summers and countless hours of time spent 
working in the barn on show cattle instilled a bond between the two that he cherished greatly. While 
they spent much of their time working, Don and Nissa also made sure to have fun. Whether they 
were attending football games, driving to town for ice cream, or bonding on Sunday mornings, Don 
was proud of Nissa and the relationship they shared.

      “I would describe my grandpa as a servant leader. He was the type of person who 
always went out of his way to help others. I sat next to him every Sunday at church, it was 
just us two in the pew most mornings, but it was often the highlight of my week.”
        - Nissa Olsen, grandaughter.

Don Olsen passed away on August 6, 2019, at his home. To know Don was to know the true com-
passion and dedication that a cattleman possesses. Even today, Don’s legacy as a 
rancher, husband, grandfather, and friend will not be soon forgotten. Don was an authentic man 
with big dreams, as described by his wife, Charlotte.

      “Have fun, be fair, help others, and do your part to create a better world.” 
           - Charlotte Olsen, wife.
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dairy and Hereford cattle operation, Don could be seen as a passionate rancher and leader. 
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in their community. Charlotte most enjoyed Don’s curiosity, as they would frequently take day trips 
to visit new places and people.
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genetics and the industry’s marketing approach. He believed passionately in the importance of 
cattle shows to promote the Charolais breed. Don was involved on AICA committees such as Breed 
Improvement and Affi liate Committees where he also served as Vice Chairmen of the Affi liate 
Committee.       
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Sue & Harlin Hecht
      A legacy that began over 55 years ago- Harlin and Sue Hecht planted roots in the heart of 
Minnesota where they formed two of their greatest accomplishments: their family and Double-H 
Charolais.
      Sue and Harlin were married in August of 1967 and began their story in a small apartment in 
Evansville, Minnesota. Sue was working as an extension economist, and Harlin was an instructor 
of vocational agriculture. As they grew an interest for Charolais cattle, they decided to rent land on 
a small farm to establish their herd. The fi rst product of Double-H Charolais was purchased in 1968 
when Harlin and Sue decided to buy their fi rst cow, D E Lora, from a dispersal sale. In their early 
days of ranching, the Hecht’s were successful. Lora went on to produce the very fi rst AICA Sterling 
Dam of Distinction, Double-H Laura. Today, Double-H Laura hangs on the wall in the AICA offi ce 
alongside Sue and Harlin’s plaque in the AICA Hall of Fame.
      Together, Sue and Harlin had three sons. Howard, Mark, and Dale followed alongside the 
leadership of their parents, and each of the boy’s found success in showing at various Charolais 
Junior Nationals. As junior members, Mark and Howard both had the honor of serving as AIJCA 
President. Dale served on the AIJCA board and was awarded Junior Herdsman of the Year. 
Currently, Double-H Charolais continues to operate as a family affair, and the Hecht grandchildren 
compete at Junior National shows each year.
      As Minnesota natives, Harlin and Sue have devoted countless years as exhibitors at the
 Minnesota State Fair. For over 50 consecutive years, the Hechts have shown their Charolais 
cattle at the state fair. Beginning with their involvement in the Minnesota Charolais Association, the 

By: Reagan Dolan

couple learned to utilize leadership and create relationships with others in the industry. In 1996, 
Harlin Hecht was the inaugural Charolais breeder inductee to the Minnesota Livestock Hall of 
Fame.
      The Hecht family has been dedicated to the Charolais 
cattle business for many years. Harlin served as the AICA 
President from 2011-2012, and still actively serves on AICA 
committees. Sue is an active member of Charolais Dees, as 
well as an active member of various AICA committees. Harlin 
and Sue have been honorees at the 40th National Charolais 
Show at the Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo, as well as 
the 1990 AIJCA Conference Honorees. Altogether, Sue and 
Harlin’s involvement, contributions, and leadership abilities 
earned them an even greater accomplishment; being inducted 
into the AICA Hall of Fame. Harlin and Sue are fortunate and 
grateful for each award they receive, especially one with such 
high prestige.

      “Our favorite memory for us was to be inducted into the AICA Hall of Fame. We never 
expected something like this, but it was an amazing honor.” -Harlin and Sue Hecht

      The Charolais business has created lifelong lessons for the Hechts. As servants in the industry, 
Sue and Harlin have fl ourished on personal levels, which helped them to earn leadership roles. For 
Sue, those leadership roles and AIJCA events initiated their children’s involvement in the industry.

      “You need to get involved and join committees on all levels. Travelling to shows and 
leadership conferences helped our kids to learn communication and networking skills. 
Today we have made lots of friends and our close circle has been formed through the 
Charolais family,” – Sue Hecht.

      Those who interact with Sue and Harlin see the true passion they carry for the Charolais 
industry. Their honest and reliable dedication to the breed is observed by many.

      “Harlin and Sue have done well because they believe in their product and love to 
promote Charolais with everyone. They have been very successful with Charolais, but even 
more so with their family. They have raised a great set of sons!” 
     – Dennis Adams, Outfront Cattle Service

Sue & Harlin Hecht
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Today we have made lots of friends and our close circle has been formed through the 
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