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SATURDAY, JUNE 22
8 AM Cattle Barns Open for Move-in – Earliest Arrival of Cattle 
2 - 4 PM Cattle Check-In – Show Offi ce

SUNDAY, JUNE 23 
8 - 8:30 AM Board Member Candidate Meeting – Champions Club
8 AM -12 PM Cattle Check-In – Show Offi ce
9 AM - 12 PM Leadership Conference Check-In – Champions Club
12 PM All Cattle must be on the grounds
1:30 - 2 PM Adult, Chaperone & Advisor Meeting – Champions Club
2 - 3 PM Peer Mentor/Mentee Introductions – ELC
3:30 - 5 PM Leadership Conference Session: Hypnotist – ELC
5 - 6 PM Miss Charolais USA Meet and Greet – Champions Club Conference  Room
6 PM RockChar Kickball Tournament – ELC
 Evening on your own

MONDAY, JUNE 24 - SURE CHAMP T-SHIRT DAY!
7:30 - 8 AM Weigh Steers - Northwest Corner of Stalling West
8 - 9 AM AIJCA General Caucus & Area Meeting – ELC
10 AM Cook-off Contest Presentations – Assembly Hall
1 PM Quiz Bowl Contest – Holding Area: ELC Stands
 Contest Rooms: Champions Club & Special Events Room
4:30 PM  Group Pictures – ELC
5:30 PM Opening Ceremonies – ELC
6:30 - 7:30 PM Conference Welcome Dinner – Champions Club

*ELC - Equine Livestock Center

Schedule of Events
2024 AIJCA JUNIOR NATIONAL



TUESDAY, JUNE 25  
8 AM Prepared Speech, Impromptu Speech, Interview Contests 
 – Meet in the Champions Club 
10:30 AM Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University Clinic – ELC
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM RockChar Lunch – Champions Club
12:45 PM Team Sales Contest – Show Ring Entryway
 Begin with Intermediate & Junior Divisions
 Senior Division follows completion of Senior Team Fitting
1:30 PM Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University Team Fitting Contest – ELC 
 Order: Senior Division, Intermediate Division, Junior Division
6:30 - 9:30 PM Pool Party and RockChar Dinner – Summer Fun Waterpark

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26
8 AM Weaver Livestock Showmanship Contest – ELC
 Begin with Senior & Intermediate Divisions
 Followed by Junior Division and PeeWee Clinic
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM RockChar Lunch – Champions Club 
2 - 2:45 PM Legacy Livestock Imaging Conference Session 
 - Champions Club Conference Room 
2:45 - 3:30 PM Sure Champ Prep to Win Workshop – ELC
3 PM Adult 9-Hole Golf Scramble – Sammons Golf Course, Temple
3:30 - 4:30 PM Area Meetings & Director Elections – ELC Stands
5 PM Talent and Skit Contest – Special Events Room
 Evening on your own

THURSDAY, JUNE 27 
8 AM Bred & Owned Heifer Show, Bull, Steer and Percentage Heifer   
 Shows – ELC
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM RockChar Lunch – Champions Club
3 - 4 PM Conference Awards Program – ELC (Bring your chairs)
4 - 5 PM AIJCA Annual Membership Meeting – ELC (Bring your chairs)
4 - 5 PM Meet and Greet with Maggie Smithee – Champions Club Conference Room
6:30 PM AIJCA Annual Award Banquet Dinner –  Assembly Hall
7 PM  AIJCA Annual Award Ceremony –  Assembly Hall

FRIDAY, JUNE 28  
8 AM Owned Heifer Show – ELC 
 Cattle released at the conclusion of the show 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM RockChar Lunch – Champions Club

SATURDAY, JUNE 29  
12 PM Cattle must be off the grounds
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GROUNDS MAPGROUNDS MAP
Cadence Bank Center

A CLOSER LOOKA CLOSER LOOK
TRADESHOW VENDORS

Aces Wild Ranch
Charolais Association of Texas

Elite Show Supply - Weaver Livestock
Gallagher

HydraStat
Priefert

Sullivan Supply
Tracer Minerals

Turqouise Rinestone
Twisted Stitch

We Protect Farms
Western Ideas
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GROUNDS MAPGROUNDS MAP A CLOSER LOOKA CLOSER LOOK
� e Equine Livestock Center (ELC)
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Charolais Association of Texas
Gary Biggs, Godley

Alecia Conway, Canton
Ronda Dalton, Afton

Kaitlyn Davlin Courville, Louise
Carla Downing, Troy

Kendra Elder, Fort Worth
Scott & Cindy Franklin, Ladonia

Collin & Courtney Greer, Shelbyville
Allen & Amy Grice, League City

Rebecca Groom, Cleburne
Jason and Kacie Haywood, Madisonville

Tracy Hedeman, Millsap
Braden & Nicole House, Iola

Kris & Wendy Hunt, Longivew
Alan & Samantha Leifeste, Cameron

Jason & Lisa Littleton, Simms
Jason & Rachelle Lyman, Bridgeport

Matthew & Leslie Mitchell, Justin
Josh & Kacey Owens, Troup

John & Tracy Randall, Tomball
David Skeans, Gainesville

Dana Wilson, Carrizo Springs

EVENT TELEPHONE: 816- 873- 5265
Kaitlyn Chism • Call: 816-873-5265  • Text: 515-205-9704
AICA Director of Youth Activities & Foundation 
kchism@charolaisusa.com
David Hobbs • 913-515-1215
AICA Director of Activities
dhobbs@charolaisusa.com 

PLANNING COMMIT TEE

VET SERVICE : 
Dr. Johnny Richter--Rogers Vet Clinic--(254) 760- 645

AREA HOTELS

PLEASE SAY THANK YOU! Extend your thanks and appreciation to these individuals 
as well as the all volunteers you see throughout the week!

LAQUINTA BY WYNDHAM BELTON
229 West Loop 121
Belton, TX 76513
(254) 939- 2772

 HOLIDAY INN TEMPLE BELTON
5247 S General Bruce Drive
Temple, TX 76052
(254) 778- 5511

HAMPTON INN TEMPLE
3816 South General Bruce Drive
Temple, TX 76503
(254) 770- 5400

RESIDENCE INN-TEMPLE
4301 General Bruce Drive
Temple, TX 76052
(254) 773- 8400

HOLIDAY INN SALADO 
1991 North Stagecoach Road
Salado, TX 76571
(254) 947- 4004

FAIRGROUND CAMPGROUND :
Cadence Bank Center Offi ce: (254) 933- 5353

COORDINATORS
Co-Chairmen: Danni Lunsford Amos, Garrison

Co-Chairmen: Kennedy Caldwell, Slaton

 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

EVENT CONTACTS
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MONDAY, JUNE 24TH
CONFERENCE WELCOME DINNER
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
BRENDA’S CATERING
Mesquite Fired Beef Tenderloin, Twice Baked Potato 
Casserole, Seasoned Green Beans, Homemade Rolls, 
Garden Salad, Texas Sheet Cake, Peach Cobbler, Tea, Water, 
Lemonade
Sponsored By: PIBB Cattle Co.

TUESDAY, JUNE 25TH
ROCKCHAR LUNCH
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
HECHO EN TEXAS BBQ & CATERING
Brisket Plate with Trimmings, Beans, Potato Salad, Tea
Sponsored By: Priefert

ROCKCHAR DINNER
6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
SUMMER FUN WATERPARK
Pizza Party
Sponsored By: Charolais Association of Texas 
& Texas Junior Charolais Association

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26TH
ROCKCHAR LUNCH
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
HECHO EN TEXAS BBQ & CATERING
Hamburger Steaks with Trimmings, Mashed Potatoes, 
Seasoned Green Beans, Tea
Sponsored By: Bar J Charolais

THURSDAY, JUNE 27TH
ROCKCHAR LUNCH
11:30 AM - 12: 30 PM
BRENDA’S CATERING
Loaded Brisket Nachos, Cilantro Lime Rice, Pinto Beans, 
White Texas Queso, Mixed Lettuce, Assorted Cookies and 
Brownies, Tea, Water, Lemonade
Sponsored By: Cactus Land & Cattle

ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET DINNER   
6:30 PM
JOHNNY’S STEAKS AND BAR-BE-QUE
Ribeye, Hot Buttered New Potatoes, Corn, Salad with Fixings, 
Rolls, Dessert, Tea

FRIDAY, JUNE 28TH
ROCKCHAR LUNCH
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
THE G WAGON BBQ
Grilled Hamburgers, Chips, Banana Pudding, Tea
Sponsored By: TransOva Genetics

*Conference Meal ticket only includes the 
Welcome Dinner and the Banquet Dinner*

ROCKCHAR
Meal Ticket Menu
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Conference Participants

A L A B A M A
Nathan Alexander, Bremen
Austin Alexander, Bremen
Owen Downey, Prattville
Eliza Downey, Prattville
Jael Downey, Prattville
Marie Downey, Prattville
Lily Downey, Prattville
Isabella Slusser, Bremen
Sophia Slusser, Bremen

A R K A N S A S
Preslie Criswell, Hot Springs Village
Emma Evans, Gentry
Weston Evans, Gentry
Kix Lee, Gillham
Huck Plyler, Hope

C A L I F O R N I A
Colton Jasper, San Andreas

C O L O R A D O
Lana Johnson, Fort Collins
Faith Johnson, Fort Collins
Maddy Rohr, Elbert
Maguire Rohr, Elbert
Makennah Tucker, Briggsdale

F L O R I D A
Aubree Baldwin, Reddick
Elizabeth McDowell, Frostproof
Sage Revels, Webster
Riley Revels, Webster
Ethan Walker, Haines City

G E O R G I A
Jalie Montgomery, Valdosta
Lacey Montgomery, Valdosta

I L L I N O I S
Brecke Barnard, Foosland
Drew Creasey, Macomb
Riley Creasey, Macomb
Kyle Eathington, Avon
Addison Fidler, Fairview
Macy Hoag, Illinois City
Carter Hoge, Good Hope
Mayci Humphrey, Dixon
Charlee Jones, Gridley
Reed Naughton, Atlanta
Lizzie Schafer, Owaneco

I N D I A N A
Parker Haddon, Reelsville
Madilynn McCain, Delphi
Hadley Neagle, Fountain City
Hayden Neagle, Fountain City
Aubrey Neagle, Fountain City

I O W A
Chloe Briggs, Chariton
Connor Briggs, Chariton
Makayla Houck, Prescott
Bryllee Means, Villisca
Addyson Sweeney, Vinton
Avery Sweeney, Vinton
Braden Taber, Harvey
Jenna Tlach, Prole

K A N S A S
Baylor Deyoe, Ulysses
Jayce Dickerson, Paradise
Hayden Englert, Washington
Kole Harris, Hepler
Keaton Kirmer, Riley
Kipton Koons, Lakin
Kirbe Koons, Lakin
Maddy Krueger, Bennington

Isom Marston, Canton
Miranda McKown, Valley Center
Haylee McKown, Valley Center
Sarah McKown, Valley Center
Heidi Mengarelli, Hepler
Kolton Meyer, Sylvan Grove
Claire Norris, Eudora
Nissa Olsen, Manhattan
Braelynn Reed, Louisburg
Kensington Reed, Louisburg
Madison Rump, Burrton
Raylin Rump, Burrton
Kolten Rump, Burrton
Weston Schrader, Wells
Josi Schrader, Wells
Genayla Warnken, Manhattan
Jacob Wendland, Barnes

L O U I S I A N A
Amelie Bergeron, New Iberia
Peyton Doré, New Iberia
Rosalie Mulé, Baton Rouge
Claire Williams, Keithville
Lily Williams, Keithville

M I C H I G A N
Dalton Geiger, Bad Axe
Makenna Hoppa, Fremont

M I N N E S O TA
Avery Hahn, Winthrop
Dallee Hecht, Grove City
Josie Hecht, Grove City
Georgia Hecht, Grove City
Max McGunegill, Jasper
Logan McGunegill, Jasper
Mabry McGunegill, Jasper

JUNIORS

7

PA
RT

IC
IP

AN
TS



M I S S O U R I
Katie Birge, Columbia
Hayden Birge, Columbia
Tannah Cassatt, Webb City
Zannah Cassatt, Webb City
Danny Cassatt, Webb City
Lucas Crutcher, Fair Grove
Ryanne Crutcher, Fair Grove
Elijah Dehan, LaMonte
Jessi Hankins, Springfi eld
Emma Hankins, Springfi eld
Brittany Hirsch, Thayer
Cody Jedlicka, Koshkonong
Danika Kennemer, Platte City
Audrey Keuper, Lincoln
Atley Kleinman, Wentworth
Aubrey Niess, Webb City
Adler Patrick, Chilhowee
Atley Patrick, Chilhowee
Gates Peuster, Richmond
Trigg Ridder, Hermann
Trace Ridder, Hermann
Oakley Schoen, Holt
Avery Schumacher, Bowling Green
Cambree Schumacher, Bowling Green
Brynlee Schumacher, Bowling Green
Jackson Stone, Clinton
Jillian Stone, Clinton

M I S S I S S I P P I
Eli Pattridge, Batesville

N E B R A S K A
Sidney Allard, Sidney
Devon Benes, Valparaiso
Madison Borg, Concord
Dillon Borg, Concord
Blake Bruns, North Platte
Cason Carlson, Henry
Kinley Carlson, Henry

Tatum Carlson, Henry
Cameron Ditloff, Bradshaw
Madalyn Ditloff, Bradshaw
Cayden Ditloff, Bradshaw
Rachel Hale, Fullerton
Charlotte Hale, Fullerton
Isabel Hale, Fullerton
Jaxon Kearns, Rushville
Kashlyn Krebs, Gordon
Sarah Mead, Aurora
Micah Mueller, Lincoln
Blake Mueller, Lincoln
Layla Page, Fullerton
Charity Schnuelle, DeWitt
Caleb Schnuelle, De Witt
Claire Schnuelle, De Witt
Carsten Schnuelle, De Witt
Lora Sonderup, Fullerton
Luke Sonderup, Fullerton

N E W  M E X I C O
Lexi Thomas, Portales

O H I O
Jordan Marcum, Shade
Sydney Sanders, Leesburg

O K L A H O M A
Madison Ashcraft, Clinton
Bentley Baldwin, Taloga
Jaylin Berg, Wellston
Mikayla Berg, Wellston
Mikka Brumley, Rush Springs
Garrison Butler, Idabel
Katie Dismukes, Checotah
Shayla Dismukes, Checotah
Carly Dismukes, Checotah
Kamden Filippo, Rush Springs
Reid Groves, Beggs
Kalen Groves, Beggs
Teagan Hardy, Ryan

Eston Hardy, Ryan
Kylin Oakes, Taloga
Kamryn Oakes, Taloga
Emmalea Roberts, Grove
Ethan Shoemake, Warner
Jaxson Staggs, Wayne
Avery Staggs, Wayne
Blayklee Stelzer, Oologah

O R E G O N
Jonwyn Ayres, Powers
Caleb Leonardo, Eagle Point

P E N N S Y LVA N I A
Reagan Dunn, Cochranton

S O U T H  C A R O L I N A
John Chandler, Belton

S O U T H  D A K O TA
Briggston Bertsche, Onida
Jady LeDoux, Harrold

T E N N E S S E E
Kara Brooks, Brush Creek
Walynn Maupin, Newbern
Alyssa Meier, Clinton

T E X A S
Emma Adams, Blossom
Ethan Adams, Blossom
Cason Addington, Rhome
Kalyn Albright, Marlin
Noah Anthony, West
Aryanna Anthony, West
Wyatt Arldt, Giddings
Dylan Arldt, Giddings
Kinsley Atchison, Mason
Sophie Bradshaw, Canyon
Madeline Braman, Refugio

Conference ParticipantsConference Participants
JUNIORS
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Josephine Butts, Lubbock
Katherine Butts, Lubbock
Elizabeth Caffey, Riesel
Emma Caffey, Riesel
Jordan Campbell, Richmond
Calvin Hays Chapman, Afton
Henry Chapman, Afton
Kaycee Clark, Saint Jo
Casey Conway, Canton
Ridge Conway, Canton
Robert Clay Conway IV, Canton
Addison Corpus, Yorktown
Kennedy Day, Ponder
Kynan DeMoss, Bowie
Barrett Duncan, Bonham
Laramie Duncan, Bonham
Rodalyn Dunham, Huntsville
Airielle Elliott, Pecos
Weslynn Elliott, Pecos
Carson Evers, Somerville
Klara Fehrle, Burton
Baileigh Ferguson, Madisonville
Jase Fortner, Hillister
Lyndsey Franklin, Ladonia
Jacob Fulp, Crawford
Emily Fulp, Crawford
Hayleigh Gerik, Riesel
Keston Gerik, Riesel
Lynlee Gerik, Riesel
Kaitlyn Gilbert, Palacios
Camille Greer, Shelbyville
Carter Greer, Shelbyville
Sidney Grice, League City
Anabelle Groom, Cleburne
Harlie Groom, Cleburne
Jake Groseclose, Stephenville
Emma Hardin, Mount Calm
Payton Hembree, Victoria
Hadley Howe, Lyons
Jaycee Hueske, Dayton
Kinlee Hughes, Montague

Avery Hunt, Longview
Corbin Hunt, Longview
Lexi Huse, Elm Mott
Bennett Janssen, Victoria
Savannah Jeter, Jacksboro
Brigg Jones, Pecan Gap
Parker Kellison, Floydada
Harris Kelly, Waco
Savannah Kelly, Waco
Mason Leifeste, Cameron
Shawn Leifeste, Cameron
Landree Leifeste, Cameron
Jaycee Littleton, Simms
Jaylee Littleton, Simms
Samantha Mahlmann, Brenham
Joel C. Martinez, Edinburg
Jayden Mata, Asherton
McKayla Mears, Sweeny
Corbin Milberger, Inez
Emily Minatrea, Cameron
McKenna Mitchell, Justin
Aubree Mitchell, Justin
Alyssa Molina, Laredo
Daniel Molina, Laredo
Markus Montellanos, Crystal city
McKenna Muston, Rockdale
Macy Naylor, Telephone
Payton Oliver, Alba
Preslyee Oliver, Alba
Braylon Oliver, Alba
Karrigan Owens, Troup
Isabelle Owens, Troup
Bella Parker, Godley
Maria Lucia Perez, Wills Point
Kylie Polhemus, Bowie
Kyrroll Prihoda, Schulenburg
Kacy Randall, Tomball
Riley Reynolds, League City
Whitley Rogers, Greenville
Laken Schill, Robinson
Finley Schill, Robinson

Jawaylon Shaw, Ladonia
Kinsley Sheka, Belton
Noah Silves, Katy
Riley Silves, Katy
Nataleigh Smith, Manvel
Audrey Smith, Manvel
Joshua Smith Jr, Manvel
Mollie (Max) Steelman, Austin
Braylen Stevenson, Victoria
Graselyn Straughter, Huntsville
Lynnlee Surles, Dilley
Robert Owen Surles, Dilley
Creed Vineyard, Bridgeport
Makila Watson, Greenville
Abigail Wells, Cove
Kaydon Willett, Falls City
Brooke Wolff, Salado
Breann Wolff, Salado

U TA H
Laney Farnsworth, Altamont
Brackyn Thayne, Altonah
Elzie Thayne, Altonah

W A S H I N G T O N
 Cora Clift, Ellensburg

W E S T  V I R G I N I A
Andrew Bohrer, Martinsburg

W I S C O N S I N
Shade Bunker, Sparta
Breeze Bunker, Sparta
Kelly Gaffney, Barneveld
Broderik Wantoch, Colfax
Gabriella Wantoch, Colfax

ALBERTA,  CANADA
Hannah Schwengler, Beiseker

Conference Participants
JUNIORS

Conference Participants
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Conference ParticipantsConference Participants

A L A B A M A
David Downey, Prattville
Jill Slusser, Bremen
Scott Slusser, Bremen
Courtney Williams, Bremen
Jeff Williams, Bremen
Nick Williams, Bremen
Tonya Williams, Bremen

A R K A N S A S
Tyler Brooks, Gillham
Laura Evans, Gentry
Wes Evans, Gentry
Alan Lee, Gillham
Christy Lee, Gillham
Briana Plyler, Hope
Caleb Plyler, Hope
Dotty Smith-Harris, Hope

C A L I F O R N I A
Lori Woodcock, Clovis
Nick Woodcock, Clovis

C O L O R A D O
Angela Pfeiff, Fort Collins
Lance Pfeiff, Fort Collins
Lea Rohr, Elbert
Mitch Rohr, Elbert

F L O R I D A
Michelle Baldwin, Reddick
TJ Baldwin, Reddick
Rilee Bennett, Webster
Paul McQuaig, Webster
Andrea Revels, Webster
Justin Revels, Webster

G E O R G I A
Scott Carey, Madison
Patti Carey, Madison
Heather Montgomery, Valdosta

I D A H O
Lynette Buttars, Weston
Steve Buttars, Weston

I L L I N O I S
Julie Bertsche, Flanagan
Steve Bertsche, Flanagan
Trent Bertsche, Flanagan
Robb Creasey, Macomb
Susan Creasey, Macomb
Tom Engel, Flanagan
Dan Hinshaw, Secor
Steve Hoag, Illinois City
Miranda Hoag, Flangan
Mandy Hoag, Illinois City
Katie Hoge, Good Hope
Grace Lemenager, Alanta
Amy Naughton, Atlanta
Dan Naughton, Atlanta

I N D I A N A
Justin Haddon, Reelsville
Val Haddon, Reelsville
Kyle McCain, Delphi
Robyn McCain, Delphi
Brandon Neagle, Fountain City
Jackson Neagle, Fountain City
Jade Neagle, Fountain City
Michelle Neagle, Fountain city
Colton Prescott, Fountain City
Robyn Samsel, Reelsville

I O W A
Theo Boss, Vinton
Randy Fitzgerald, Vinton
Brett Henningsen, Prescott
Joyce Lewis, Monroe
Marty Lewis, Monroe
Billee Means, Villisca
Brent Means, Villisca
Brodee Means, Villisca
Kevin Partridge, Vinton
Amy Stalcup, Prescott
Craig Stalcup, Prescott
Alivia Sweeney, Vinton
Jenny Sweeney, Vinton

K A N S A S
Cathy Clayton, Louisburg
Lori Deyoe, Ulysses
Jill Foster, Ottawa
Kimberly Harris, Hepler
John Koons, Lakin
Kolby Koons, Lakin
Marley Koons, Lakin
Shad Marston, Canton
Thea Marston, Canton
Desiree McKown, Valley Center
Josh McKown, Valley Center
Hannah Mengarelli, Hepler
Heather Meyer, Sylvan Grove
Brayden O’Hare, Canton
Livia Olsen, Manhattan
Colby Reed, Louisburg
Lori Reed, Louisburg
Steve Reed, Ottawa
Casey Rump, Burrton
Kelli Rump, Burrton
Laci Schrader, Wells
Spencer Schrader, Wells
Troy Warnken, Manhattan
Josh Wendland, Barnes

ADULTS
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ADULTS
Conference ParticipantsConference Participants

L O U I S I A N A
Kim Doré, New Iberia
Ryan Doré, New Iberia
Hannah Romero, New Iberia
Jacob Romero, New Iberia
Shane Williams, Keithville
Catie Williams, Keithville

M I N N E S O TA
Alice Coudron, Gibbon
Isaac Hahn, Winthrop
Dale Hecht, Grove City
Jill Hecht, Grove City
Harlin Hecht, Paynesville
Sue Hecht, Paynesville
Patrick McGunegill, Jasper
Kimberly Schwecke, Gibbon
Zachary Schwecke, Gibbon

M I S S I S S I P P I
Peter Pattridge, Batesville
PJ Pattridge, Batesville

M I S S O U R I
Justin Anderson, Thayer
Ashley Carr, Webb City
Ryan Carr, Webb City
Shannah Cassatt, Webb City
Wes Chism, Platte City
Bill Choate, Webb City
Amanda Crutcher, Fair Grove
Matt Crutcher, Fair Grove
David Dease, Columbia
Heather Dease, Columbia
Jamie Dehan, LaMonte
Jeannine Doughty, Harrisonville
Walker Dunn, Richmond
Jason Hankins, Springfi eld
Pam Hankins, Springfi eld

Dale Jedlicka, Koshkonong
Tonya Jedlicka, Koshkonong
Justin Patrick, Chilhowee
Chris Peuster, Richmond
Tricia Ridder, Hermann
Chris Schoen, Holt
Brian Schumacher, Bowing Green
Jennifer Schumacher, Bowling Green
Melody Simpson, Thayer
Teanna Simpson, Thayer
James Sparks, LaMonte
Jeff Stone, Clinton
Julia Stone, Clinton
Chelsea Woodcock, Windsor

N E B R A S K A
Andrea Benes, Valparaiso
Mitchel Benes, Valparaiso
Cameron Carlson, Henry
Jessica Carlson, Henry
Erin Ditloff, Bradshaw
Matt Ditloff, Bradshaw
Kelly Hale, Fullerton
Debra Mead, Aurora
Steve Mead, Aurora
Tom Mueller, Lincoln
Heidi Page, Fullerton
Ben Schnuelle, De Witt
Connie Schnuelle, De Witt
Beth Sonderup, Fullerton
Ryan Sonderup, Fullerton

N E W  M E X I C O
James Southard, Portales
Jessica Southard, Portales

O H I O
Kathy Lehman, Shelby

O K L A H O M A
Jason Berg, Wellston
Michelle Berg, Wellston
Gina Blanton, Rush Springs
Jim Dismukes, Checotah
Marylu Oakes, Taloga
Richie Oakes, Taloga
Bowen Roberts, Grove
Jimmie Roberts, Grove
Kim Roberts, Grove
Michelle Roberts, Grove
Shilo Roberts, Grove
Juston Stelzer, Oologah

P E N N S Y LVA N I A
Bobbi Dunn, Cochranton

S O U T H  C A R O L I NA
Amy Chandler, Belton
Chris Chandler, Belton

T E N N E S S E E
Lydell Meier, Clinton
Richard Ross, Newbern
Keith Sampson, Afton
Kristie Sampson, Afton
Keri Wilkerson, Brush Creek
Lee Wilkerson, Brush Creek

T E X A S
Britney Adams, Blossom
Chris Addington, Roanoke
Melissa Anthony, West
Mark Arldt, Giddings
Gary Biggs, Godley
Wyatt Blaylock, Dilley
Haley Blaylock, Dilley
Jake Bove, Blossom
Xavier Brown, Ladonia
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Conference Participants
ADULTSADULTS

Kristina Butts, Lubbock
Randy Butts, Lubbock
Jennifer Caffey, Riesel
Steven Caffey, Riesel
Kennedy Caldwell, Garrison
Trinity Coe, Garrison
Alecia Conway, Canton
Robert Conway III, Canton
Misty Corpus, Yorktown
Colton Courville, Louise
Kaitlyn Courville, Louise
Christopher Dalton, Afton
Ronda Dalton, Afton
Brayden Deborde, Ennis
Peggy DeMoss, Bowie
Hayden Dietrich, Manvel
Kevin Doonan, Caldwell
Danner Duncan, Bonham
Matt Elliott, Pecos
Neyva Elliott, Pecos
Kim Evers, Somerville
Scott Franklin, Ladonia
Cynthia Franklin, Ladonia
Kimberly Fulp, Crawford
Collin Greer, Shelbyville
Courtney Greer, Shelbyville
Rebecca Groom, Cleburne
Terry Groom, Cleburne
Janice Groseclose, Stephenville
Huston Hesseltine, Godley
Wrynn Hoskison, Pecan Gap

Zan Hoskison, Pecan Gap
Chris Hughes, Montague
Kris Hunt, Longview
Wendy Hunt, Longview
Dinah Huse, Elm Mott
Terry Johnson, Riesel
Corbin Kellison, Floydada
Blake Kelly, Waco
Sunny Kelly, Waco
Maureen Lankford, Wolfe City
Larry Lehman, Tioga
Danni Lunsford Amos, Garrison
Catherine Mahlmann, Brenham
Shelley Milberger, Inez
J.D. Minatrea, Cameron
Micheale Minatrea, Cameron
Brett Moriarty, Navasota
Kasey Naylor, Telephone
Ross Naylor, Telephone
Chay Oliver, Alba
Chelsea Oliver, Alba
Peggy Oliver, Yorktown
Becky Peavler, Katy
Pat Peavler, Katy
Jay Polhemus, Bowie
Tracy Randall, Tomball
Jennifer Smith, Manvel
Joshua Smith, Manvel
Albert Stone, Telephone
Greg Straughter, Huntsville
Billy Stuckey, Bonham

Kristen Surles, Dilley
Jed Watje, Millsap
Tracy Watje, Millsap
Dana Wilson, Asherton
Mary Katherine Wilson, Asherton
James Worrell, Mason

U TA H
Cressa Farnsworth, Altamont
Fletcher Farnsworth, Altamont
Heston Farnsworth, Altamont
Jessica Thayne, Altonah
Sidney Thayne, Altonah
Wyatt Thayne, Altonah

W A S H I N G T O N
Kerry Clift, Ellensburg
Brigid Clift, Ellensburg

W I S C O N S I N
Angela Bunker, Sparta
Jeff Bunker, Sparta
Carmen Liebelt, Mindoro
Kendall Rudiger, Sparta
Jonathon Wantoch, Colfax

ALBERTA,  CANADA
Dwayne Schwengler, Beiseker
Megan Schwengler, Beiseker
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The AIJCA Junior Board would like to welcome you to the 2024 AIJCA Junior National Show and Leadership 
Conference!  We hope you are ready for a fun-packed week of meeting new people, seeing old friends, and 
learning new skills.  We have conference sessions, contests, and social events planned for you to expand your 
knowledge and demonstrate your strengths. Make sure to check out the schedule for a complete list of dates, 
times and locations for all the activities.

Make note of your group name on your conference/meal ticket. These will be used to divide into small groups.

The General Caucus Meeting will be held on Monday, June 24th in the show ring in the Equine Livestock 
Center. We welcome new ideas on how to improve and expand our organization; however, in order to be 
included in the agenda for the Annual Membership Meeting, those ideas must be presented in writing at the 
General Caucus. The Annual Membership Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 27th in the show ring. Items 
properly presented will be discussed during the General Caucus Report & Action portion of the meeting. 

We hope that everyone enjoys this week to the fullest.  Participating and meeting new people will make your 
week a long lasting memory.  If you need any assistance or have any questions, please fi nd an AIJCA Board of 
Director. We would be happy to help!

Good luck and have a great week!

AIJCA Board of Directors 

AIJCA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDA
June 27th, 2024 • 4 p.m. • Belton, Texas

Call to Order – President, Weston Schrader
Roll Call – Secretary, Ethan Shoemake
 1. Secretary’s Report 
 2. Treasurer’s Report
 3. Membership Report 
 4. General Caucus Report & Action 
 5. 2025 Junior National Update
 6. 2026 Junior National Bid 
 7. Future Junior National Bids
 8. 2025 Conference Honoree & Show Dedicatee Selection 
 9. Other Business

1

4

3

2

6

8

75

Welcome Juniors!
PARTY LIKE A ROCKCHAR 2024
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MEET YOUR 2023-2024 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERSMEET YOUR 2023-2024 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERS

Hey Y’all, my name is Jaycee Littleton and I am currently serving as your Area 
2 Director! My hometown is Simms, TX, but I currently reside in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma where I am in pharmacy school. I realize neither one of these states 
is located in Area 2, so some may wonder how in the world I am in this position 
- I am just fi lling in until someone runs for the board! Although I am not familiar 
with many of you, I hope to get to know y’all better this summer in Belton!

Hello! My name is Weston Schrader, President of the American International 
Junior Charolais Association. I grew up on a ranch near Wells, KS where my 
family raises Charolais and SimAngus seedstock. While our primary focus is 
generating bulls for the commercial cowman, we also market a handful of show 
projects to juniors across the Midwest. Currently, I’m a Junior studying Animal 
Sciences at Kansas State University where I have been a part of the livestock 
judging and National Champion Meat Animal Evaluation teams. 

My name is Maddy Rohr and I serve as the Area 1 Director. I am from Elbert, 
Colorado where my family runs Lazy H Ranch, a registered Angus and 
Charolais operation. I will graduate in May from Kansas State University with 
a degree in agricultural communications and journalism, hoping to pursue 
a communications and journalism position with a livestock or equine breed 
association. 

Hey guys! My name is Nissa Olsen and I am so excited to be serving as your 
Area 3 Director this year! As an area we have stayed very busy over the 
past few months with the conclusion of fall majors and winter shows. It was 
great to see a large turnout at Cattlemens Congress, and I hope we can keep 
that involvement up into the summer. I am looking forward to seeing you all 
at Junior National this summer, and don’t hesitate to reach out if you have 
questions!

Hey everyone! My name is Lexi Huse and I am currently serving as your Area 
4 Director. I am from Elm Mott, Texas where my family runs H3 Charolais 
where we raise registered Charolais and crossbred cattle. As an area we 
have been staying busy over the last few months with Texas majors. I am 
excited to see how we progress into summer and I can’t wait to see all of y’all 
in Belton! Let me know if you have any questions and always PARTY LIKE A 
ROCKCHAR!

AREA 3 • NISSA OLSEN, KANSAS

AREA 2 • TREASURER - JAYCEE LITTLETON, TEXAS

AREA 1 • MADDY ROHR, COLORADO

AIJCA PRESIDENT • WESTON SCHRADER, KANSAS

AREA 4 • LEXI HUSE, TEXAS

14

AIJCA



MEET YOUR 2023-2024 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERSMEET YOUR 2023-2024 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERS

Hey Guys! I am currently your Area 5 Director. I am from Good Hope, IL and 
have grown up showing and raising livestock. I enjoy spending all my free 
time in the barn or at shows with friends and family. I am a sophomore at 
Black Hawk East College, and I compete on the livestock judging team. I hope 
everyone is excited for Junior National and is getting ready to party like a 
RockCHAR in Texas!

Hello everyone! I am your Area 6 Director. I am from Webb City, Missouri, 
where my family has a small Charolais cow-calf operation. I am a sophomore 
at the University of Missouri, studying Animal Science and Spanish. I am so 
excited for Junior National in Texas this year. I hope to see some new and 
familiar faces! Always feel free to reach out to me with any questions!

Hi! My name is Reagan Dunn, and I am from Cochranton, Pennsylvania 
where my family has a cow-calf operation, running Charolais, Hereford, 
and Hereford-infl uenced cattle as well as backgrounding feeder cattle. I’m 
nineteen years old and a junior at Oklahoma State University. Although the 
Charolais membership in Area 7 may not be large, I am honored to be both 
an encourager and empowerer of Charolais youth and breeders in our area. 
There are some exciting things coming within the next few months!

AREA 3 • NISSA OLSEN, KANSAS

AREA 5 • CARTER HOGE, ILLINOIS

AREA 6 • TANNAH CASSATT, MISSOURI

AREA 7 • REAGAN DUNN, PENNSYLVANIA

AREA 8 • MARIE DOWNEY, ALABAMA 
Hey y’all! I am your Area 8 Director, and I am so excited to be a part of 
this Junior Board! I am a junior at Mississippi State, studying Chemical 
Engineering. I am from Prattville, Alabama, where my family raises Charolais 
bulls for our annual sale and heifers for my sisters and me to show. This 
summer in Texas will be great, but I am even more excited for CharFocus! We 
had quite a few participants from Area 8 last summer, and it was a blast!

Hey everyone! My name is Shade Bunker, and I am from Sparta, WI. My 
parents are Jeff and Angela Bunker, and with my younger sister, Breeze, we 
own and operate J&A Charolais. This is my fourth year on the AIJCA Junior 
Board of Directors, and Party Like A Rock Char will be my 13th Charolais 
Junior National! I am a junior at Iowa State University majoring in Agriculture 
Business and Economics!

AT LARGE • VICE PRESIDENT - SHADE BUNKER, WISCONSIN
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MEET YOUR 2023-2024 JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERS

Hey y’all! My name is Ethan Shoemake and I’m from Porum, OK. My family 
and I run a small cow-calf operation at home consisting of Angus, composite 
and purebred Charolais cattle. This is my second year on the AIJCA Junior 
Board, and Party Like a RockCHAR will be my 4th Charolais Junior National! I 
am a junior at Oklahoma State University and recently graduated from Eastern 
Oklahoma State College majoring in Agricultural Communications and a part of 
the livestock judging team. 

Hey everyone! I’m Austin Alexander, one of the AIJCA At Large Directors. I live in 
the great state of Alabama. I’ve been showing Charolais cattle since I was nine 
years old. This Junior National will mark my 11th Junior National to participate 
and show in. I am excited to see everyone in Belton!

AT LARGE • SECRETARY - ETHAN SHOEMAKE, OKLAHOMA

AT LARGE • AUSTIN ALEXANDER, ALABAMA

AT LARGE • MASON LEIFESTE, TEXAS

What’s up Charolais enthusiasts! My name is Devon Benes and I was the 
2022-23 AIJCA President! I am the son of Mitch and Andrea Benes. I graduated 
college with a degree in graphic design and now have my own design business, 
DB Designs. I live in Valparaiso, Nebraska and work on the family farm where 
we produce crops and raise beef cattle. I am a fourth generation Charolais 
breeder and my family has been in the Charolais business for over 55 years.

EX-OFFICIO • DEVON BENES, NEBRASKA

Hey guys!! I’m 18-year-old Mason Leifeste from Cameron, Texas, and I’m 
serving as one of your At-Large Directors. I’m a 5th generation cattleman 
from a small town in Central Texas where I live on a commercial cow-calf 
operation with my family, and we own and operate Leifeste Show Cattle, a 
purebred Charolais and club calf operation. I’ve been around the Charolais 
breed my entire life. I recently graduated high school and plan to attend Texas 
A&M University after I graduate in the spring. As president of the Texas Junior 
Charolais Association, we have been hard at work planning the highlight event 
of the summer... the AIJCA National Show in Belton, Texas. 
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MISS CHAROLAIS USA 2024MISS CHAROLAIS USA 2024

Bella Parker is the 17 year-old daughter of Phillip Parker and 
Nicole Vasquez, and the granddaughter of Gary and Christel 
Biggs, all of Godley, Texas.  Bella and her grandpa, Gary 
Biggs, run Buddy’s Charolais, a purebred cow/ calf operation 
in North Central Texas. Bella has been attending production 
sales across the country since she could walk. Bella showed 
for the � rst time at the Minnesota Junior National in 2015 
and has been to every Junior National since . Bella is the 
President of the Lake Granbury 4-H Club, Hood County 4-H 
Ambassador, Tolar FFA Sentinel, o�  cer of the Texas Junior 
Charolais Association, and previously Miss United States 
Agriculture for Hood County. During her years of high school 

and middle school, Bella has been a part of the National Honor Society, past basketball and 
volleyball captain, and Honors and Dual Credit program and still maintains a spot in the top 
10% of her class. Bella is heavily involved in livestock judging through both 4-H and FFA, 
and this year she led her FFA team to state and placed high individually in the state. She is 
also deeply involved in community service she gives over 25 hours each year towards serving 
her community, county, and state. She plans to graduate high school in May of 2025 and 
attend a junior college in the fall to judge livestock. Bella plans to pursue an Animal Science 
degree, with hopes of getting her Doctor of Veterinarian Medicine license a� er graduation. 
She loves working with the younger and older generations of Charolais breeders and hopes to 
be the mentor that she looked up to as a kid. Bella has dreamed of being Miss Charolais since 
2015 when she attended her � rst Junior National and met Miss Charolais USA.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: JAMIE SPARKS DEHAN • 913-544-6128 • WWW.MISS_CHAROLAIS_USA@YAHOO.COM 

Miss Charolais USA Contest to be held at the 2024 American Royal
Applications must be postmarked by July 31st!

AWARDS
$1,000 scholarship and up to $2,000 travel expenses paid for Miss Charolais USA

$500 Mary Bonacker Memorial Scholarship to the � rst runner-up

GOLD SPONSORS 
American-International Charolais Association

Connell-Henley Farms, Eugene, Missouri
Missouri Charolais Breeders Association

Sparks Charolais Farm, LaMonte, Missouri
Windy Hill Charolais Farm, Cedar Hill, Missouri

SILVER SPONSORS
Charolais Dees

Shadow Springs Farm, Havre de Grace, Maryland

BRONZE SPONSORS
Buddy’s Charolais, Godley, Texas

Carr Cattle Company, Webb City, Missouri
Missouri Charolais Breeders Association

Join Miss Charolais USA 2024 
Bella Parker

For a Meet and Greet on Sunday, June 23rd 
at 5pm in the Champions Club

Bella ParkerBella Parker

Charolais Princess Contest to be held at the 2024 American Royal
Applications must be postmarked by July 31st!

Any female AIJCA member age 11-14 by January 1st of 2024 is eligible
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Sunday, June 23rd

Kickball Tournament

Leadership Conference Session: Hypnosis: Subconscious Success
3:30- 5PM - ELC
 Sponsored by: Raymond Hicks Leadership Fund

Hypnotist Jonathan Yeager’s comedy hypnosis show is non-stop laughter from 
beginning to end. This show is designed to wow and amaze every audience, 
keeping you on the edge of your seat laughing for more. Jonathan is a world 
class entertainer who has performed all over North America. He began his 
career as a comedy hynotist in 2015 and since then has quickly became one 
of the nations top entertainers.
Not only does Jonathan use hynotism to entertain, he also utilizes the power 
of the subconscious mind to help people overcome challenges in their life. 
Jonathan was born in Kansas and grew up in Tenessse, before joining the 
United States Marine Corps in 2003. After serving four years with the Corps, 
he moved to Texas where he met his wife. They have been married for 18  

       years and have two boys. 

Stock Show University ® is heading to the 2024 
National Junior Charolais Show for a “Ready, 
Set, Grow” and Livestock Loot on Tuesday, June 
25th at 10:30am. Professors Wesley Walker, 
Jason Lyman, and Trent Bertsche will be teaching 
participants the valuable tips and tricks of growing 
hair, maintaining a healthy hide, and other daily 
care essentials for your cattle in the barn.  Be 
sure to make plans to join in on the fun and learn 

from these talented Stock Show University® Professors. Livestock Loot and a T-Shirt Cannon is 
happening at the clinic along with a drawing for a Sullivan Supply Electric Scooter and a pair of 
BeSpoke Andis clippers for two lucky participants!

Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University Clinic
10:30 AM - ELC

Wear Your Sure Champ T-Shirt!
Thanks to our Diamond Sponsor Sure Champ all registerd juniors receive a Sure Champ T-shirt in 
their welcome bag. Join us in wearing your Sure Champ T-shirt all day Monday. Be listening for an 
announcement to gather for a Sure Champ picture at the backdrop!

Monday, June 24th

Tuesday, June 25th

6 PM - ELC
Back again this year by special request! Get ready to make some new friends and kick off the week 
with some friendly competition!  Meet us in the show ring!
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Texas native, Kirby Eaves, along with his wife Kelsi and their 
daughters Lennyn and Shaefer reside in his hometown of 

Stephenville, TX.  He grew up showing pigs, but always had 
an affi nity for cattle. Finally, in his junior year of high school 

he showed his fi rst steer, and his passion grew from there. He 
and his family own and operate Eaves show cattle where they 

primarily trade, but raise a few show steers and have had some 
amazing success in the past years. Most recently selling the 

Grand and Reserve Grand at the 2024 Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo.

Judge: Kirby Eaves 
 Sullivan Supply/ Stock Show University Team Fitting Contest Judges

Weaver Livestock Showmanship Contest Senior Divison
Judges: Jennifer Ann and Andy Scasta
The Scastas live in Bryan with their son, Bo Scasta. No strangers to the 
livestock industry, Jennifer Ann & Andy grew up raising and exhibiting reg-
istered Angus & Brangus show heifers, respectively, and have numerous 
national showmanship championships between the two of them.   
Jennifer Ann serves as the Assistant Vice President for Development at 
the Texas A&M Foundation, leading a team of fundraisers who raise $25M 
annually to support Texas A&M. She holds two degrees from Texas A&M 
University and one from Oklahoma State University. Andy owns and oper-
ates Texas Ag Outfi tters where he primarily sells and installs fl atbeds and 
feeders for ag and utility trucks. He holds a degree from Texas Christian 
University. Together, they also operate Box S Ranch, JA Cattle, and Box S 
Beef where they focus on raising high quality cattle and beef for producers 
and consumers. 

Wednesday, June 26th

Tuesday, June 25th
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Leadership Conference Session: Legacy Livestock Imaging: Heidi Anderson
2-2:45 PM - Champions Club Conference Room  
Sponsored by:  Legacy Livestock Imaging
Charles and Heidi Anderson are the owners of Legacy Livestock Imaging. 
Their company photographs 50+ livestock shows across the nation 
annually. Heidi has been a professional photographer since 2002 and has 
studied across the country on various forms of photography and design.  
Their passion for youth and education is one of the highest priorities in 
their business.  Along with Legacy Livestock Imaging the are part owners 
of Anderson Farms which focuses on raising elite Limousin cattle. They 
are from Topeka, KS and have fi ve kids. Their favorite part of their job is 
educating youth and preserving the rich history of the agriculture industry.

Weaver Livestock Showmanship Contest Intermediate Division
Judge: Jennifer Parker

Jennifer is from Chilton, Texas and a graduate of Texas A&M University earning a bachelor’s 
degree in animal science. Jennifer grew up raising and showing Brahman cattle and show steers 
across the United States. She was born and raised on a cattle 
operation where she and her family have taken over the daily 
operations of the family ranch. Their operation was primarily a 
stocker operation where Jennifer’s family has backgrounded 
and fed cattle in the feed yards for years. She and her family 
have raised registered Brahman cattle for over 45 years, and 
they also raise and sell show steers. They have raised and 
exhibited numerous national and international champion bulls 
and females. You will also fi nd her in the showring showing 
many Brahman cattle for her family’s ranch.

Jennifer and her husband Mark own and operate Parker Photography. They have photographed 
livestock shows since 1987, from county level to national shows. Jennifer has also consulted for 
numerous ranchwes over the years as well.

Her judging experience is both on the national and international level. Jennifer has been an ap-
proved Brahman judge for many years and is also on many breeds approved judges lists. Jennifer 
has judged cattle and showmanship at the local, state, and national levels for many years. Her 

Leadership Conference Session: Sure Champ Prep to Win Workshop
2:45-3:30 PM - ELC 
Sponsored by: Biozyme- Sure Champ & VitaFerm
Junior exhibitors will have the opportunities to create their own slime concoctions this summer at 
various junior national events with the Sure Champ® team.Our team engages with the younger 
generation teaching them general nutrition while creating slime to imitate 
the Sure Champ Gel porducts. “The kids really enjoyed working together 
to creat their own concoction. The experience came full circle, and they 
were able to realize how the ingrediets in our gel products can help their 
livestock as they created their own ‘gel’ slime’”, said Jenette Masarie, 
ASM for Colorado, Wyoming, and Utah who helped facilitate some of the events. “They got to 
create their own product names, decorate labels, and put their slime in tubes. The kids loved it. I 
had several of them ask me if we could come back next year,” she said.
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Shotgun start beginning at 3 pm.
4-player, 9-hole Golf Scramble off ered for adults.
Entry Fee: $50 per player
Scramble Fee Includes: greens fee, cart, goodie bag, 
snacks and prizes to the winning team.
*Please sign up online or in the Show Offi  ce by Noon, 
Monday, June 24th

Adult 9-Hole Golf Scramble: Sammons Golf Course
2727 W. Adams Ave., Temple, TX 76504

Dr. Chris Cassady grew up on a diversifi ed, family-owned purebred Angus 
and grain farm in North Central Illinois. He attended Black Hawk East and 
Texas A&M University and received a B.S. in Animal Science. While in 
college, Chris was on numerous champion livestock judging teams and 
served as the Vice Chairman for the National Junior Angus Association board 
of directors. He then went on to receive a PhD in cow-calf nutrition and man-
agement from the University of Illinois in 2016. Currently, Chris is the Director 
of Beef Technical Solutions at Biozyme, Inc. He has judged shows in over 
35 states, including: the Houston Livestock Show, Fort Worth Stock Show, 
National Western, the North American International Livestock Exposition, 
Arizona National, San Antonio Stock Show, and several Junior Nationals. 
Aside from his consulting role, Chris is heavily involved in the promotion and 
exhibition of the family herd, C-5 Angus, in which they market show heifers 
to junior members through an annual sale in the fall and an online sale in 
the spring. Chris currently resides in St. Charles, IL with his wife Katie and 3 
children.

Bred & Owned Heifer & Bull Shows, Steer & Percentage Heifers Shows

Judge: Chris Cassady

Wednesday, June 26th

Thursday, June 27th

Parents and breeders, buckle up for an exciting and informative session 
all about what our Recording Secretary, Maggie Smithee does! The AICA 
Registration department is the memberships main tool to register cattle, 
process memberships, record weigh data, DNA and so much more. Come 
by ask Maggie any questions surrounding the AICA Registry and DNA. 
With over 20 years of experience she has seen it all and is excited to 
share her wisdom and experience with all of you!

All AICA Members and Show Spectators Recommended 
to Attend

Maggie Smithee: AICA Registry and DNA Session
4-5 PM - Champions Club Conference Room

Sign up using the QR Code!
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� e AIJCA would like to thank Legacy Livestock 
Photography for being here all week to capture our 
most precious memories.
All photos-candids and backdrop images- will be 
available for FREE download on their website, 
www.legacylivestockimaging.com

   � ank you to our sponsors for making this possible!  

Official Show Photographer

Missing the Action?
Friends or family at home can keep up on all of the shows this week at 
www.showbarn� ix.com

Owned Heifer Show
Judge: Tyler Cates

Friday, June 28th

Tyler Cates hails from Indiana as a third generation cattle breeder. Tyler, his wife, Cortney, and 
their daughter, Piper run Shorthorn and Angus cattle in Modoc, Indiana. Today Cates Farms has 
exhibited over 20 National Champion or Reserve National 
Champion Females, and more than 15 National Champion or 
Reserve Champion Bulls. An avid agriculturist, Tyler is the 
epitome of loving this industry becasue even though raising cattle 
is technically Tyler’s job, it is also something that he considers to 
be one of his facorite pastimes. 

Originally from Fortville, Indiana, Kyle now resides with his wife, 
Lauren and their son, Hudson in Modoc, Indiana. Kyle is the 
longtime friend and employee of Cates Farm, working as their 
herdsman. Kyle is no stranger to the showring. He and his family raise competitive show lambs and 
Shorthorn cattle. Kyle graduated from Purdue University with a degree in animal science and has 
judged multiple national shows.

Associate: Kyle Shou� er

Sign up using the QR Code!
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Show Dedicatee

Tom Sonderup
Tom Sonderup is remembered for pioneering a multigenerational operation and for his 
overwhelming generosity, still, it’s clear that his legacy is immeasurable, not even by his yellow 
yardstick suspenders.

The Sonderup cattle operation at Fullerton, Nebraska started with Tom Sonderup’s father, Vern, 
who made his living as a farmer and commercial cattleman. However, it was Tom who took the 
cattle operation to new heights. He was among the fi rst to introduce the Charolais breed to Central 
Nebraska when the Sonderup family purchased their fi rst purebred bull in 1962 and Tom started to 
build his cow herd.

After graduating from college in 1976, Tom knew he wanted to return to the cattle industry and 
started his career by managing the Tri R Cattle Co. herd. After growing the herd in numbers, 
he and his wife Sandy eventually took over operations to form Sonderup Charolais Ranch Inc. 
Through Tom’s leadership, the ranch was known for being one of the earliest to adopt AI and ET 
as common practice. In the 80’s, he began using a linear measurement system which coincided 
with his focus on practical cattle that could perform. Tom and his family frequented cattle shows as 
exhibitors including the Nebraska State Fair, Nebraska Cattlemen’s Classic, Husker Harvest Days, 
and the National Western in Denver where his presence in the yards represented a friendly face 
and his participation in the carload and pen shows reinforced his commitment to uniformity.

Working with several cooperators in Nebraska, Tom managed and marketed calves from over 
1000 cows annually. His focus remained constant, profi tability for cow-calf producers through to 

By: Emma Richards
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the packing fl oor. Though Tom and Sandy dispersed their cow herd in 2022 and held their fi nal bull 
sale in 2023, the goal of their breeding stayed true through it all, to raise and sell the most useful 
product for seedstock cattlemen, commercial producers, and youth alike. 

“My fi rst Junior National was in Rapid City, South Dakota, and I had a class winner. My last 
Junior National was in Bowling Green, Kentucky, and I had another class winner. He was always 
so excited about that. He was such a big proponent of kids participating in agriculture and saw 
Charolais cattle as a good fi t for kids learning about the cattle industry and getting kids involved 
with cattle that would work in the pasture, show ring or not.”

- Kelly Hale, Oldest Daughter

No doubt, Tom Sonderup is easily recognized 
within the cattle industry, but many know him also 
for Papa Tom’s BBQ. Since 2010, Papa Tom’s 
has set up shop alongside the cattle barn at the 
Nebraska State Fair. He was originally asked 
to serve exhibitors breakfast and was offered a 
booth outside the barn to do it, but Tom had other 
plans. He recognized exhibitors and their families 
needed short lines and affordable, delicious food 
while exhibiting their livestock. So, he established 
a food truck and returned each year after that. 
As Papa Tom’s BBQ grew popular, Tom helped 
cater countless events, including Charolais Junior 
Nationals and other regional and national livestock 
events.

In fact, Tom Sonderup once again demonstrated his commitment to Charolais youth and AICA 
when he advocated hosting Junior National for the fi rst time in decades at the brand-new Nebraska 
State Fairgrounds in Grand Island. He served on the planning committee in 2012, 2017, and 2022 
and always offered to prepare or coordinate the meals for each day. Tom was always glad to focus 
his time and efforts on AICA, AIJCA, and the Charolais breed. In return, he has been recognized as 
the 1991 AICA Seedstock Producer of the Year, a nominee for the 1991 BIF Seedstock Producer 
of the Year, 2011 Nebraska Farm Bureau Farm Family of the Day, and this year’s AIJCA Junior 
National Show Dedicatee.

Tom Sonderup passed away last year, and is survived by his loving wife Sandy, his four daughters 
Kelly, Jamie, Tracy, and Heidi, and his six grandchildren. To know Tom was to know a pioneer 
raising Charolais cattle but his true pride and joy was always his family. His kindness and 
willingness to serve others live on with them.

Tom Sonderup



The Russell W. Ludeke – Harold Christopher Truax II Memorial scholarship is an example of his
dedication to the future of this industry and our country.  This scholarship offers a great fi nancial 
benefi t to either a Veterinary or Medical professional student, allowing these Charolais youth to 
pursue a dream, and ease the fi nancial weight that these degree programs require.

Among his contributions, one of the drawing awards offered at this year’s Rock Char Junior 
National will be a choice of Bar J Charolais 2023 open heifers. This is an incredible offering and a 
generous donation by Larry and Beth.  When asked what motivated him to step out to make such 
great donations, Larry was very clear---that Beth’s support of him and the Junior program, and 
the support he received when just a young man is the driving force behind his generosity.   “That 
Charolais breeder did it for me.  He didn’t have to sell that bull to me for $500.  I know that this 
breed will not survive if we don’t encourage younger people to be involved.”

Larry Ludeke truly sees it as a blessing that he is in this position and takes great pleasure in doing 
all he and his wife can to support the AIJCA.  Furthermore, the AIJCA members are fortunate to be 
the recipient of the closing of this full circle story of a young man blessed with a mentor who helped 
develop that love for the Charolais and now is returning that blessing as best he can.

Larry Ludeke

The fi rst annual Russell W. Ludeke – Harold Christopher Truax II Memorial scholarship 
being awarded in 2019. Photo from left to right: Miss Charolais USA Madison Voet, Bar J 
Charolais: Beth and Larry Ludeke, Recipient Tara Fountain, JVS Cattle Co: Evelyn Gay 
Lawton Duhon and Rod Smith.
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Conference Honoree

Larry Ludeke

Full circle moments are rare and often rewarding.  To fully appreciate these moments takes 
refl ection on the turning points that changed the trajectory of our future lives.  Nobody appreciates 
these full circle moments more than Larry Ludeke of Liverpool, Texas.  And fortunately for current 
American International Junior Charolais Association (AIJCA) members, Larry’s full circle moment 
involves the Charolais breed.

This story started in 1966, Larry was an FFA member and attended the Calf Scramble at the San 
Antonio Stock Show.  His agriculture instructor gave him a set of simple instructions: “Get that calf 
on the ground, get the halter on him, and guide him into the chalk circle like you’re driving a boat.”  
Larry did just that and was rewarded with a $200 Calf Scramble Certifi cate to be used to purchase 
a calf.

Just by sheer luck, Larry was introduced to the Charolais breed.  The breed was still relatively new
in the United States, but Larry’s father knew a man in the area who raised purebred Charolais.
That fall, with the calf scramble certifi cate in hand, Larry visited that breeder and came home with 
a fullblood Charolais bull calf for $500. This was the next step in this full circle story resulting in the 
AICA and AIJCA gaining a tremendous leader and benefactor.

Larry was admittedly “absolutely head over heels for agriculture” at this stage of his life.  He
added to his herd by attending sales and buying bottle calves to raise.  That fi rst Charolais bull 
was the center of his herd and was used to breed those calves.  The AIJCA was not established 
yet, so Larry took this bull and showed in the Open Show at the Houston Livestock Show & 
Rodeo.  That experience cemented his love of showing cattle and the Charolais breed, as well 
as an understanding of how benefi cial a formal junior program could be for the youth and for the 
blossoming Charolais breed.

Following college, Larry took a step away from the breed and focused on his professional life.  But 
that interest and love was rekindled when he and his wife purchased land just south of Houston.  
Larry, along with his wife Beth, started Bar J Charolais on that property in Liverpool, Texas, and 
his passion was reignited.  Today, they run over 1,000 head of cattle, far more than the twenty-two 
head he had initially purchased.  Since his return to the breed, Larry has volunteered untold time 
and energy to the AICA, AIJCA, and the American Charolais Foundation (ACF).  Larry has served 
in numerous positions on the AICA Board.  Bar J Charolais provided the National Sale ACF Heifer 
at the 2020 Cattleman’s Congress.  He has always been an avid supporter of Junior Nationals. 

By: Brighton Lane



The Russell W. Ludeke – Harold Christopher Truax II Memorial scholarship is an example of his
dedication to the future of this industry and our country.  This scholarship offers a great fi nancial 
benefi t to either a Veterinary or Medical professional student, allowing these Charolais youth to 
pursue a dream, and ease the fi nancial weight that these degree programs require.

Among his contributions, one of the drawing awards offered at this year’s Rock Char Junior 
National will be a choice of Bar J Charolais 2023 open heifers. This is an incredible offering and a 
generous donation by Larry and Beth.  When asked what motivated him to step out to make such 
great donations, Larry was very clear---that Beth’s support of him and the Junior program, and 
the support he received when just a young man is the driving force behind his generosity.   “That 
Charolais breeder did it for me.  He didn’t have to sell that bull to me for $500.  I know that this 
breed will not survive if we don’t encourage younger people to be involved.”

Larry Ludeke truly sees it as a blessing that he is in this position and takes great pleasure in doing 
all he and his wife can to support the AIJCA.  Furthermore, the AIJCA members are fortunate to be 
the recipient of the closing of this full circle story of a young man blessed with a mentor who helped 
develop that love for the Charolais and now is returning that blessing as best he can.

Larry Ludeke

The fi rst annual Russell W. Ludeke – Harold Christopher Truax II Memorial scholarship 
being awarded in 2019. Photo from left to right: Miss Charolais USA Madison Voet, Bar J 
Charolais: Beth and Larry Ludeke, Recipient Tara Fountain, JVS Cattle Co: Evelyn Gay 
Lawton Duhon and Rod Smith.
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Sponsors

D I A M O N D   $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 +

 

P L AT I N U M  $ 5 , 0 0 0 +

Aces Wild Ranch
Big House Show Cattle
CMWW Partners, Ltd.
Greer Charolais
Joshua Smith Family
Legacy Livestock Imaging
Trans Ova Genetics
Weaver Livestock
G O L D  $ 2 , 5 0 0 +

Assiduous Marketing
Callender Printing
Charolais Association of Texas 
Doonan Cattle Company
Eaton Charolais Ranch
Franklin Family Cattle
Gallagher
Harker Heights Chamber 
     of Commerce
Skeans Cattle - In Memory of 
     James Michael Skeans
Leifeste Cattle Services
Lindskov’s LT Ranch
Merck Animal Health
Rafter 7 Ranch
Raymond Hicks Leadership Fund
Riverdale Land & Livestock
SC Online Sales
Tyler Smith 
SW&S Cattle Company
Texas Junior Charolais Association
Wright Charolais

S I LV E R    $ 1 , 0 0 0 +

93 Nursery & Landscape Supply
Bar L Charolais
Bill King Ranch
Boyert Show Cattle
Bradley Cattle
Brian Bradshaw
Capital Farm Credit
CattleTags.com
Clair Lane Stock Farm
Cory & Brittany Smith
Kerri Darbonne
Dismukes Ranch
Dybdal Charolais
ECP Cattle
Fink Beef Genetics
Hudspeth Farms
Hunt Family
J & A Charolais
Jackson Cattle Company
Jase Fortner
Jendrusch Livestock
Justin Boots
JWC Marketing
Lane Livestock Services
Lehman Charolais
LG Herndon Jr Farms
Link Charolais
Little W Farm
James McCartney
Outfront Cattle Service
Pfeifer Farms
RAMRO LLC/RJ Cattle Co
Schrader Ranch
Security State Bank & Trust
Shepherd Charolais
Thomas Ranch
Tyler Davis Farms
Jeannie Wanhainen
We Protect Farms  
Wild Indian Acres
B R O N Z E  $ 5 0 0 + 

2H Cattle Company
4M Land & Cattle
Aristo Farms

Attoe Acres II
Barnard Farms
Benes Cattle Company
Big Creek Charolais
Bovine Elite
Buddy’s Charolais
C. Dalton Livestock
Charolais Chatter
City View Farms
Greg & Tina Clifton
Coudron Charolais
Brian Courtney
Creasey Charolais
Cross Mountain Cattle
Eli Dehan
Elite Imagery
Fox Hollow Farm
H3 Charolais
Harris Livestock Farms
Hayden Farm
Chris Hughes
Hoag Diesel Repair
Janssen Beefmasters
Johnson / Oakes Genetics
Lafraise Farms
Laserworks & Sew Shop
Livestock Nutrition Center
McCurdy Cattle Co
Rod McDowell
Missouri Junior Charolais Assn
Brandi Mears
Jose Luis Mendiola
Nicole House Photography
NRS
O’Campo Cattle Company
Pat Peavler
Greg Peck
Plyler & Son Charolais
Scott & Kelly Porter
Ridder Farms
Rockin W Ranch
Stout Auction Service
Suhr Livestock
Peyton Taska-Genzer
Sid & Jessica Thayne
Tonne Cattle Company

2024 AIJCA Junior National



Zehnder Waage Partnership
F R I E N D S          $ 2 5 0 +      

3G Farms
4520 Customs/M2 Charolais
5MC Show Cattle
Dutton & Deuce Amos
Brandon Ashcroft
Adam Charolais
Beavers Charolais
Becky Greer Family
Bina Charolais
Bullard Cattle Co
Jeff & Karen Bonacker
Carson Carter
CJ Creative
Clift Livestock
Conway Charolais
Dennis Charolais Farms
Double C Ranch
Fancy Creek Charolais
Harrod Farms
Hat Creek Cattle Co
Iowa Junior Charolais Association
J Bar T Cattle
Jason Haywood Cattle
Jeffries Charolais
Kansas Charolais Association
Kansas Junior Charolais Association
BJ Keppen
Lazy H Ranch Colorado
Kevin Lightfoot
Long Hall Cattle
Catherine Mahlmann
Mid Plains Mobile Vet
Mitchell Management
ML Lewis Charolais
N&N Services
Nebraska Junior Charolais Association
Bella Parker
Randall Ranch
Red River Valley Farm
Samsel Cattle Co
Sherman Heights Farm
Showtimes Magazine
Stalcup Farms Charolais
Aaron Strittmatter
Thurnau Charolais Cattle Service
Walker Farm
Wal-Mar Engraving
Wienk Charolais
F R I E N D S  U P  T O  $ 2 5 0

4 Groom Ranch
4D Charolais

4N Cattle Company
5J Charolais
Arrowhead Ranch
B7 Charolais
BCR Cedar Fiber
Jamie Bodford
Brent Charolais
Broberg Charolais
Broken Box Ranch
Carmon Bruner
C & S Cattle
C Squared Cattle Company
Cannon Charolais Ranch
Chateau Cattle Co
Clark Charolais
Cobb Charolais
Cory Davis
DeBruycker Charolais
DeMoss Show Cattle
DESCO Charolais Farm
Deutsch Charolais
Doll Charolais Ranch
Double R Dees Charolais
Logan Downey
Eggleston Charolais
Kim Evers
Filippo Family Farms
Fountain Charolais
Full Circle Cattle Company
Kim Fulp
Geyer Cattle Company
Glenn Sesco
Hankins Farms
Hargrave Cattle Company
Harward Sisters
Hassebrook Charolais Farms
Heritage Cattle Co
Hermes Cattle Co
Chris Hess
High Caliber Creative & Consulting
Carter Hoge
Hubert Charolais Ranch
HYDRA-STAT 
J & S Ranch
Lindsey Jackson
J-MAR Genetics
John Polhemus Family
K&D Cattle
KB Charolais
Keahey Charolais
Melinda Kidd
Lacie Cameron
Lafrentz Cattle
Larson Cattle Company

Oscar & Connie Liebelt
LubriSyn HA
Lyman Livestock
Mead Farms
Meadows Creek Farms
Nebraska Classic
Omnicrobe Natural Solutions
Owens Charolais
Paradise Acres
Prairie Valley Farms Inc
R Lazy B Ranch
Rennert Ranch
Rogers Bar HR
Roster Charolais
RSD Charolais
Sandmeier Charolais
Ben & Connie Schnuelle
Schnuelle Ranch
Simmons Charolais
Teanna Simpson
Soreide Charolais Ranch
Sparkman Cattle Company
Austen & Laura Stewart
Stewart Charolais
Greg Straughter
T & S Strnad Charolais
Testerman Charolais
Trinity Valley Community College
Twisted V
Vedvei Charolais
Wagner Charolais
Wagonhammer Ranches
Wakefi eld Farms
West Fork Ranch
White Wheel Charolais Ranch
Windy Hill Charolais Farms
Worrell Enterprises
as of 6-14-2024



Jeff & Jody Eschenbaum
Ty, Calder & Stetson Eschenbaum

Sterling & Courtney Eschenbaum Family
Arnold & Carol Wienk

Lake Preston, South Dakota
(605) 860-0505

2024 AIJCA JUNIOR NATIONAL SHOW 
& LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

In Memory of James Michael Skeans
Gainesville, Texas• 940-736-7500

Spencer, Laci, Weston & Josi Schrader
Wells, Kansas•(785) 488-2135

John & Marsha Chism
Nick & Taylor Chism

Winchester, Kentucky•859-229-1767

Wes Chism Family
Platte City, Missouri•(281) 761-5952

Chris Davlin Family 
 Kaitlyn, Colton & Cord Courville

El Campo, Texas• 979-543-0366
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